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Peggy Sue is looking for a home. She is 5 yeas old, very 
sweet and loves to be brushed. She would prefer to be the 
only kitty.

Seven Ways to Be A 
Sweetheart For Your Cat

Heather Cagle  (Niles Street mom cat)
Camille Cook  (Jackie 1 kitten)
Kim De La Rosa  (December)
Peter & Sally DeVargas  (Joel & Jackson)
Terri Ellington (Jacki calico kitten)
Merissa Escamilla  (Jack)
Krystal Froelich  (Andy 2)
Aubrey Hams  (Niles Street silver tabby)
Tracy Hostmyer  (Niles Street kittens 10 & 11)
Stephanie Lang  (Hobby & Lobby)
Ann Lariviere  (Streaks)
Lyn Lumia  (Tammy Mill)
Alicia Olejnik  (Dawn 1)
Olivia Speer (Dawn 2 & Dawn 3)

Now that the new year is well underway and we’re carrying 
out those resolutions we made for ourselves, why not make 
a list of some things you ought to do for your kitty? After all, 
as well as being a member of the family, she’s your best 
friend. Here are our top seven nice things  you can do for 
your cat this year:

1. VISIT THE VET.  In an annual visit, your vet will 
monitor your cat’s weight and coat condition, listen 
to her heart, feel her organs, look in her ears and 
mouth, and take a blood sample. This is one of the 
best things you can do for your cat.

2. VACCINATIONS. There’s still controversy about how 
often (or at all) your cat should have his shots, and 
just which ones he should have. Talk to your vet..

3. SPAY/NEUTER. Surely we need say no more about 
this!

4. TEETH CLEANING. Cats have teeth, too (you’ve 
noticed, I’m sure!) and those teeth need regular care. 
You neglect them at your peril. 

5. KEEP YOUR CAT INDOORS. The great outdoors is 
not a healthy place for cats – cars, kids, dogs, animal 
thieves  lurk out there!

6. LET THE PAWS CLAW. Declawing is incredibly  
inhumane, so please let kitty keep her fingernails. 
Make her a nice carpeted scratching post, or, if she 
doesn’t like that, a nice carpeted scratching pad. 

7. BRING THE OUTDOORS IN. Cats need the vitamins 
and minerals contained in greenery—that’s why they 
eat your houseplants. Plant an oat grass garden for 
kitty in a sunny window. Oat grass gardens are sold 
ready-to-go in pet stores – just add water!

Recent Adoptions
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Gift Shop News
As another year gets underway, we’ve had a couple 

of staffing changes at the Gift Shop.  Unfortunately, we’ve 
had to say good-bye to one of our volunteers, Amy.  She’s 
transferred to a new job in Madera.  Although we’ll miss 
Amy, we wish her well in her new life.  On Fridays, you can 
meet our newest volunteer, Joy.  Like all of us, Joy is active 
in animal rescue efforts in the area.  For many years, she 
was a volunteer at the Kern Humane Society’s thrift shop 
here.  Welcome, Joy, to our merry band of shop volunteers!  
There are a few more people who may be joining our staff 
as soon as we work out scheduling and training needs.

Some of our supporters, acting as Santa’s helpers, 
visited our shop as we were closing for the holidays and 
dropped off huge donations of cat food, towels and blan-
kets for the Hart Park cats and for our Food Assistance 
Program.  Among these donors was P.J. Bradley, who 
contributed cases of canned cat food, large bags of dry 
cat food, packages of tortillas and kitty treats, several 
towels, as well as, a large cash donation to help brighten 
the holidays for the Hart Park cats.  David and Ardath Al-
bizo donated boxes of canned cat food, a couple bags of 
kibble and about 30 lbs. of litter to be distributed through 
our Food Assistance Program.  Thanks to the students of 
Independence Elementary School on Old Farm Road, the 
habitat at Hart Park is stocked with plenty of blankets and 
towels.  Under the direction of one of the teachers, Mr. 
Kloepper, the students there held a drive to collect blan-
kets and towels for local animal rescue groups like ours.  
The Cat People received eight large bags of blankets and 
towels from these students.

Last but not least, we’d like to extend a special thank-
you to one of our shop volunteers, Lupe, and her running 
group, Ibprofun, coached by Donavon Gabriel.  To help 
celebrate Lupe’s birthday last December, the group held 
a run that started at Lake Ming.  Participants were asked 
to bring donations of cat food or cash to benefit The Cat 
People.  Lupe said that she had a blast at her birthday run.  
More than 25 of her friends participated in the event.  Lupe 
said the purpose of this run was to help spread the word 
about The Cat People and the work that we do.  She said 
she hoped this would help our organization get more sup-
port for the work we do to improve the lives of abandoned 
cats in our community.

Food Assistance Program
    

During the months of November and December last 
year, The Cat People distributed 830 lbs. of dry cat food 
and 336 cans of wet food to people having trouble feeding 
their kitties regularly.  Last year, our organization gave out 
a total of 4,660 lbs. of dry cat food and 1,868 cans of wet 
food to families in need.  On average, we helped about 40 
households a month.  Your financial support enables us to 
purchase the cat food that we distribute through this pro-
gram.  Also, we are grateful for your donations of cat food 
every month for this program and for the Hart Park cats.

Besides the donors that were named in the Gift Shop 
News, we’d like to thank the following supporters for their 
recent donations of cat food and supplies for our programs:  
Lou Ann Bowen, Joy Kennedy, Judy Keolker, Edith Lyons, 
Anne Peper, Marleen Ray, Laurie Rott, Laura Stockton and 
Carla Topel.  For the park feeding program, we could use 
16-pound bags of kibble and 22-oz. cans of wet food.  The 
16-pound bags of kibble are easiest for our park feeders 
to handle, and the 22-oz. size cans are the best value 
for the dollar.  In addition, we need packages of tortillas 
that we use as food dishes for the kitties.  You can drop 
off your donations at the Gift shop from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Wednesday through Saturday, or at the Petco on Rosedale 
Hwy. any Saturday.

by Marleen Ray

 Don’t forget that the Gift Shop and office are open 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Wednesday through Saturday.  
We’re located at 1930 18th St. in the HP Sears Building, 
just west of the Masonic Temple in downtown Bakers-
field.  In the next newsletter, we plan to feature our 
neighbor, The Woman’s Club of Bakersfield, and the 
community service work that they do, including the sup-
port of our activities through their Animal Fund.  The Cat 
People recently received a special year-end donation at 
the club’s Christmas luncheon.

by Marleen Ray
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Who We Are
OFFICERS
PRESIDENT   Barb Hays
VICE PRESIDENT   Brenda Bynum
TREASURER   Pam  Ames
SECRETARY   Shelley  Ash

CHAIRPERSONS
SHOP & OFFICE MANAGER Marleen Ray
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR Dianna Knapp
WEBSITE/PETFINDER  Shelley  Ash
WEBSITE/FACEBOOK  Courtney Clerico
WAYSIDING   Barbara Kitchen
MEMBERSHIP   Shelley  Ash  

To contact any of the above personnel
please call 327-4706

Photo Gallery

Many of you know of our dream to build a sanc-
tuary/office/gift store/adoption center somewhere in 
Bakersfield or the immediate vicinity, but some do not. 
In case you don’t know, that’s what our “Sanctuary 
Fund” is dedicated to. We have had some very gener-
ous donors in the past and have accumulated a large 
amount of cash (which is in a restricted account) but 
we’re not quite at the total. We estimate we will need 
about $300,000. When we get to half of that amount 
we can start looking for matching grants -- so you see, 
we’re almost but not quite there!

All of us on the Board, and all our volunteers and 
supporters, share our dream of a place where adopt-
able cats can roam free in indoor/outdoor quarters, 
and where we can run a really spiffy gift shop.  In the 
meantime, please keep those donations coming.  Any 
little bit helps. Our total to date is:

Sanctuary  Report

$144,385.22

This gorgeous shy female lives under a tree at the Park. 
She anxiously awaits the arrival of our feeders, who never 
disappoint her. 

The Olejnik family found a new kitten at a recent adoption 
day at Petco! 

 Kaiaer Greeley Jensen -- RIP

The Miller Brothers have been waiting for a home since 
November. Park rescues, they are 5 months old and very 
sweet and loving. 
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The Park Report
On January 5, I was once again reminded that we 

can’t save them all when I had to say goodbye  to Sonny, 
a super affectionate Hill Road rescue.  Sonny was brought 
in to Auburn Animal Hospital after we spotted him in serious 
distress as he tried to walk to one of our feeding spots.

 
Dr. Utt discovered a massive wound in and around 

his tail.  Even when being evaluated, he purred and it 
was decided that in order to save him we would need to 
amputate part of his tail and clean out a serious infection 
in his hindquarters.

Sonny lived at Auburn for over five months and then 
came to my house when we realized his often lack of 
bathroom control would be a problem.  Sonny quickly won 
the hearts of all the other critters here, including my Great 
Dane, when this crazy cat would snuggle up to the near-
est warm body. Sadly, he began losing total control of his 
bodily functions and despite my reluctance to let him go, I 
knew it was time for his sake when, one day, he stopped 
eating, looked at me and seemed to say, “I hurt, and it is 
okay to end my discomfort.”

Dr. Utt helped him cross over to that Rainbow Bridge 
we know is there for all those we could not save, and I 
just know he is snuggling up to some new friends.   I am 
comforted that he got to spend a few month surrounded by 
our love, and that he did not die a slow death in the park. 

This is why we do what we do, every day, seven days 
a week, in all kinds of weather.  Thank you, feeders, for all 
the cats just like our Sonny that you care for in the park 
and in your homes.

by Barb Hays

Automatic Giving Donors
Pam & Ed Ames
Jane Ansolabehere
Michelle Antonell
Stacey Augustson
Elizabeth Barnhart
Vicki Benson
Virgie Bloodworth
Jay Bresee
Candace Bunes
Art  & Brenda Bynum
JE David-Marble
Winnifred Davis
Paula Dittmann
Gloria Dumler
Carol Ewing
Donna Goins
Frieda Jackson
Judy Keolker 
Dianna Knapp
Carol Lair
Judy Lehmeier
Tami Lumpkin
Alexandra Matic
Donna McKenna
Diana O’Neil
Deena Pedroza
Carol Raupp
Marleen Ray
Vickie Rose
Dorann Ruby
Amy St. Amour

Donald P. St. Clair
Claudia Sobel
Christy Solari
Joan Tambosso
Shirona Thomas
L.Y. Warrick
Bill Walker
Marie White
Debra Wingo

Mama Tree Kittty, once living at the Park, relaxes with 
her buddy Tina, at Barb’s house. 

Sonny, our Park rescue who had to go over the Rainbow 
Bridge. We miss you, little guy. 



The Cat’s Meow
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Every  issue, as space permits, we make every effort to gratefully thank the generous people who have helped us,  

PARK FEEDERS
Shelley Ash
Margaret Harrison
Barb Hays
Lee Anne Hendricks
Cindy & Jim Joslyn
Frieda Jackson
Dianna Knapp
Carol Lair
Ann Lariviere
Judy Long
Anthony Powers 
Bob Rutledge
Laura Shaw
Sylvia Simms 
Jill Turner
Jerry & Penny 

Whittington 

DONORS
Joann Adams
Robert Allison
Anonymous
Michelle Antonell
Nancy Arslan
Shelley Ash
J. Michael Baker
Bank of the West – 

Employee Giving 
Program

Gwenneth Barnes
Patricia Basset
Daniel Beck
Jane Beckett
Marge Bentz
Carolyn Bevers
Randall & Cathleen 

Black
Debbie Boone
P.J. Bradley
Charlotte Brandt
Jay & Dani Bresee
Velda Bryan
Julie Buksa
Lou Burgoni
Fred Burns
Troy Burrage
Lynn Califf
Marianne Carlsen
Alice Chapin
Suzann 

ChesebroughPruitt
Chevron Humankind 

Employee 

Engagement Fund
Chevron Matching 

Employee Funds
Nancy Clark
June Cochran
Carole “Lee” Cole
Helia Corral
M.T. Correia
Marci Cunningham
Wanda Dadds
Michelle Dandrea
Dee Daniels
Sue Deininger
Cleo Dieterich
Sharon Dodge
Dianne Drennan
Judith Dulcich
Deborah Edwards
Lupe Evans
ExxonMobil 

Foundation
Judith Faulstick
Miriam Fitch
Carol Foster
Shirley Foster
Dorothy Franz
Dayne Frary
Barbara Gardiner
Randy Garrett
Suzette Garza
Leslie Geissel
Paul Gennaro
Betty Jo Giblin
Michael Gifford
Martha Gilleland
Howard Goodwin
Claire Graham
Patty Gray
Patricia Hamilton
Ranae Harrer
Michael Heiser
Kari Hemphill
Melba Henderson
Colleen Herring
Vanessa Howard
Ibprofun running club
Cynthia Icardo
Pamela Irwin
Italian Catholic 

Federation – Our 
Lady of Perpetual 
Help Br 281

Dr. James Johnston
Ann Justice
Judy Kavanaugh

Judy Keolker
Robb Kerr
Lodema Kitchen
Dianna Knapp
Rae Ann Kumelos
Fanny Laborde
Carol Lair
Vincent Lau
Marianne Laxague
Jean Leach
J. A. Lehmeier
Cheryl Lewis
Jane Loranger
Susan McCreery
Dinah McHone
Illya MacIver
Joyce Martinson
Royann Maxson
Monji Enterprises
Carol Montsinger
Al Morel
Nancy Morris
Ron Nixon
Kimberly Nolan-

Molina
Mary Oglesby
Christine Olofson
Deborah Olson
Donna Panasiewicz
Paramount Citrus & 

RollGiving
Patricia Crail Brown 

Foundation
Vernon Pennington
Anne Peper
The Petco Foundation
Darla Phelps
Ruth Poehlitz
Karen Price
Patricia Ripplinger
Mbrandon Roberson
Laurie Rott
Jim & Amy St. Amour
Tina Salcido
James Satterfield
Kevin Sinichko
Carol Smith
Ginger Smith
Jackie Smith
Peggy Smith
Verna Smith
Karen Soliz
Martha Stiles
Sarah Tierce
Elaine Tragesser

United Way
Katherine Walters
Margaret Watkins
Sandra Wendt
Jaime Weyand
D.J. & Donna Whipple
Mary White
Mindy White
Susan Willis
Linda Wilson
Debby Wingo
Rosellyn Witer
Rita Wolosz
Dorothy Wright
Tommy Wright

SPECIAL FRIENDS
In honor of Bob & 

E.J. Rutledge – Ben 
Rutledge

In honor of my sweet 
cat angels – Judy 

Verheggen

To honor Natalie’s 
birthday wish to save 
more homeless cats – 

Gerald Hirshman

In honor of my great 
friends, Ginger & 
Bob Smith, and to 
wish them a Merry 
Christmas – Diane 

Ackley

To wish our friends, 
Tom & Sylvia 

Howard, a very Merry 
Christmas – Stella & 

John Rous

To honor our friend, 
Tish Landers, this 
holiday season – 

Stella & John Rous

In honor of my wife, 
E.J., this Christmas 

holiday – Bob 
Rutledge

In honor of our friend, 
Margie May, this 

holiday season – Bob 
& E.J. Rutledge

In memory of Nancy 
Sherman – Joel 

Mack, M.D.

In remembrance of 
Nancy Sherman – 
Cathy Haberman

In memory of Kitty, 
our family cat for 

16 years – Joan & 
Raymond Myers

In honor of Ginger & 
Bob Smith – Marilyn & 

Robert Patterson

In memory of my 
Mom, Joyce Rathfon, 

who was also Jill 
Turner’s beloved 

grandmother – Cindy 
& Jim Joslyn

In honor of the 
thousands of cats that 

still need homes – 
Bonnie Kinser

In honor of Nancy 
Thompson – Sheryl 
Martinez & Robin 

Shive

In memory of Nancy 
Lee Sherman and to 
honor her longtime 

friendship with Joann 
“Zummie” Zumwalde 

– Kelsa Brazell

In memory of Jake, 
faithful canine 

companion of the 
Meek family and 
buddy to Nellie -- 
Frieda Jackson
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Count me in! I’d like to help THE CAT PEOPLE provide services to Bakersfield homeless cats. Enclosed is my check for: $______ to be applied to:

Current Resident or

THE CAT PEOPLE
P.O. Box 13610

Bakersfield, CA 93389

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Bakersfield, CA

Permit #487

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone ______________________________________  email __________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Make checks payable to THE CAT PEOPLE and mail to P.O. Box 13610, Bakersfield, CA 93389 www.thecatpeople.org.
THE CAT PEOPLE is a registered non-profit organization 501(c)3.  Your contribution is tax-deductible.

____$15 Junior (under 18)  ____ $100 Sustaining member

____$15 Senior (65 & over)  ____ $500 Supporting member

____$25 Basic membership  ____ $1000 Lifetime member

____$50 Contributing member

AND an extra donation of  $_________ to be applied to:

____Senior Citizen’s Asst. Fund  ____ Sanctuary Fund

____Park Cat Care Program     ____ Food Pantry Fund

____SPAY TODAY Program  ____ where needed most


