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Who will care for Callie or Blackie once you’re gone? If you 
feel you can’t rely on your kids or Uncle Ernie and Aunt Flo, 
a way to give yourself peace of mind is to see your attorney 
and have her/him prepare a document called a Pet Trust. In 
the trust, there are several issues to address:

Which animals are covered.

In most states, you can create a trust to provide for the care 
of one or more animals that are alive during your lifetime. 
The trust ends when the last surviving animal dies.

Someone to take care of the animal.

Whether or not you use a trust, choosing a caretaker is always 
the most important decision you have to make. This is the 
person who will have custody of your pet and will responsible 
for day-to-day care. Don’t assume the person you want to 
name—even if it’s your spouse or best friend—is willing to 
take on this responsibility. Always ask. Name an alternate 
as well, in case your first choice can’t take the pet when the 
time comes.

An amount of money to be used for the animal’s care. 

Do the best you can to estimate how much the caretaker 
will need to take care of your pet. The appropriate amount 
varies widely depending on the pet’s age and condition. Be 
aware that if you set aside an amount that’s unreasonably 
high, family members could challenge it in court, and a judge 
might well reduce it.

Caretaking instructions.

Pet trusts tend to be very detailed when it comes to instruc-
tions for the caregiver. It makes sense, given that animals 
can’t tell the caregiver what they need or like. Owners often 
specify everything from favorite food and toys to sleeping 
arrangements.

Handsome little Charlie was given a loving forever home 
by Pam and Ed Ames. We have plenty of other kitties 
needing homes -- please see inside!

How Do Pet Trusts Work?

Someone to go to court and enforce the terms of the 
trust if necessary.

This is the person who makes sure the trust money is 
being spent appropriately on the animal, and not for any 
other reason.

What should be done with any money that’s left over 
when the animal dies. If you leave more money than is 
necessary, where do you want the rest to go? It could go to 
family, a charity—it’s your choice.

What happens if you can’t take care of your pet before 
your death.

One feature of a pet trust is that it can take effect before 
your death, if you were to become incapacitated and un-
able to care for your cat. The caregiver you named could 
immediately take custody and control of your pets if neces-
sary. The provisions in a will, by contrast, don’t have any 
legal effect until your death.
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Gift Shop News
We’re doing our best to stay open on Wednesdays 

again, but since we’re so short-handed, it may be difficult 
to open our doors every Wednesday.  We’d like to thank 
our customers for their patience and understanding.  We 
are definitely open for business Thursdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

We are still looking for volunteers who are interested in 
working at our Gift Shop, especially those who are free on 
weekdays.  It’s easy to sign up to become a Cat People 
volunteer.  You can download an application from our 
website, or you can call us at 327-4706 and request an 
application.  Once you fill out the application and return it 
to us, our volunteer coordinator will be in touch with you.

We’re putting the finishing touches on the section of 
our shop featuring dog care supplies, called Carolyn’s 
Canine Corner.  Drop by and see what we’ve done.  Let us 
know what items you’d like us to carry to keep your canine 
friends healthy and happy.  Our thanks go out to our shop 
volunteers, Keith and John, for hauling the new shelving 
units over to the shop for this section.  John also built the 
framed pegboard hanging there to display merchandise.  
Another one of our volunteers, Laura, touched up the paint 
on the shelves so they look like new now.  Laura’s also 
responsible for keeping the shrubbery and flower beds in 
front of our shop looking so nice year round.  Finally, we 
want to extend our appreciation to Courtney, a Cat People 
Board member, for getting the new signage for the Canine 
Corner. Come see us at 1930 18th Street!

   
by Marleen Ray

Pizza Rev Fundraiser A Success
A huge thank you to everyone who attended our Pizza-

Rev fundraiser in June! We are blown away by how many 
people participated. You all make what we do possible. 
We had a blast with Tara Hero Cat - Official and we were 
honored to have her involved. We want to give a huge 
thank you to the staff at PizzaRev - Bakersfield, River 
Walk, Tara’s family, our volunteers, and our supporters for 
everything they did to make the event a success. You all 
are awesome, and we are happy to have you on our team! 
With your help, we raised nearly $400.

Food Assistance Program
In May, The Cat People gave out 420 lbs. of dry cat 

food and 164 cans of wet food to families having trouble 
feeding their cats regularly.  During June, we helped out 
44 households with a total of 440 lbs. of kibble and 176 
cans of wet food.

 We’d like to thank the following people for their dona-
tions of food and supplies in support of this program, our 
Hart Park cat care program and our Gift Shop:  Diane Ack-
ley, Mary Blair, Alice Chapin, Frances Chirino, Keith Clark, 
Frieda Jackson, Dianna Knapp; Britt Page, Laura Stockton 
and Lillian Warrick.  As always, we are very grateful for 
your donations.  For our park cats care program, we need 
16-lb. bags of dry cat food and 22-oz. cans of wet food, as 
well as, packages of tortillas.  You can drop off your dona-
tions at the Gift Shop from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Wednesday 
through Saturday, or at the Petco on Rosedale Highway 
any Saturday.

by Marleen Ray 

This trio of lucky cats will brighten your home or cubicle 
at work. They are among the collectibles at our Gift Shop. 
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Photo Gallery

Many of you know of our dream to build a sanctuary/
office/gift store/adoption center somewhere in Bakersfield 
or the immediate vicinity, but some do not. In case you 
don’t know, that’s what our “Sanctuary Fund” is dedicated 
to. We have had some very generous donors in the past 
and have accumulated a large amount of cash (which is 
in a restricted account) but we’re not quite at the total. We 
estimate we will need about $300,000. When we get to half 
of that amount we can start looking for matching grants 
-- so you see, we’re almost but not quite there!

All of us on the Board, and all our volunteers and sup-
porters, share our dream of a place where adoptable cats 
can roam free in indoor/outdoor quarters, and where we 
can run a really spiffy gift shop.  In the meantime, please 
keep those donations coming.  Any little bit helps. Our 
total to date is:

Sanctuary  Report    

$162,011.27

Indigo was adopted by Lisa Daniels. Polar Bear was adopted by the Seibert family.

Stache was adopted by the Moriarty family. Mazu was adopted by Courtney Carter and Mario Muniz.



We Need Foever Homes!

4

Sammie is about 3 years old and 
is a very sweet and loving lap cat.

Sweet little Isabelle is about 3 
months  old. 

Tommy is Isabelle’s sibling and 
loves to follow foster mom around!  
Both Tommy and Isabelle are 3 
month olds.

Cal, a grey tabby,  was found very ill 
and malnourished but is doing much 
better. He is about 3 months old.

McDonald was (as you might 
expect) was found at McDonald’s 
and is ready for a home. 

George, found at Walmart, is also 
about 3 months old and needs a 
place to call home.

Pepper is about 3 months old and 
was born to a rescued mom. He 
needs a place of this own!

Possum is Pepper’s sister. Archie, a brown and white tabby 
boy, needs a home too.
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In Memoriam -- Ozzie

Adoptions

It was 8 years ago, when more babies were not in my 
future, that I began looking for a kitten. So, one Saturday I 
peeked in at Petco on Rosedale to see the loveable kittens 
with no intention of leaving with a kitty baby. There were 
kittens who were so adorable, but there was this big gray 
tabby just eyeing me. The Cat People told me this hunk 
of love was named Rocco. Once Rocco was in my arms 
he placed each paw around my neck and placed his head 
on my chest and got his motor running (purring). I have 
been a cat lover since they caused me asthma attacks 
as a child, but my kitty love was more important than my 
health, I eventually out grew it. I had to take Rocco home, 
I couldn’t leave the hugging kitty behind. 

On my way home with cutie, hugging Rocco, I just 
couldn’t see him as a Rocco, as  that reminded me of a 
gangster’s name. I came up with Ozzie. Ozzie would join 
my kitty family, I already had two others. Being a Dr Seuss 
lover, my kitty family became the Woo family, Ozzie became 
Ozzie Wazzie Woo.

As my kids became older, noisier, and moved faster, 
poor Ozzie became more shy. As shy as Ozzie became we 
created out own time together. Ozzie became my laundry, 
dish washing, cooking, whatever I did alone buddy. I talked 
to Ozzie in human and Ozzie responded in kitty, but we 
understood each other. 

As life went on, I became separated from my husband, 
and the children grew up and began their separate lives, 
but each night as I returned home from work I would open 
the door to a kitty greeting.

I eventually became concerned for Ozzie’s safety as 
other kitties in the neighborhood had been poisoned. I 
made the incredibly painful decision to keep Ozzie safe 
by relinquishing him back to the Cat People.

The  Cat People cared for Ozzie as he became ill and 
eventually passed. My only regret was that I couldn’t hold 
Ozzie as he passed, but I find peace knowing The Cat 
People and Southwest Vet did all they could for my sweet, 
hunk of a kitty, Ozzie. 

by Zoe Hutchins

Pamela & Ed Ames  (Charlie)
Rebecca & Travis Barman  (Gwennie)
Natalie Barnes  (Jasminie)
Patricia & Sergio Benavides  (Marshmallow)
Jenne & Brent Boado  (Dollie)
Courtney Carter & Mari Muniz  (Mazu)
Stephanie & Michael Coker  (Catarina & Seal)
Lisa Daniel  (Indigo)
Dayne & Vickie Frary  (Lucy)
Trista & Ron Garside  (Flash & Mama)
Pedro Gonzalez  (McDonald kittens 1 & 3)
Sandy Griffith  (Leah)
Chris Gutierrez & Sabrina Morales  (Emeril & Quentin)
Ben & Vanubia Keller  (Archie)
Sabrina & Daniel Kellet  (Tiger & Petunia)
Valaree & Tom Kincaid  (Shop kitten 2)
David & Susan Loomis ( Tiger Paws)
Gloria & Wes McMackin  (Iris & Sophia)
Tonacey Newman  (Jinx & Panther)
Erika & Jeremy Pierce ( Shop kitten 1)
Alan Rogers  (Felix)
Barbara Rye  (Collie)
Darin & Jodi Siebert  (Isbee)
Claire & Stephen Silver ( Bootsie)
Karen & Jeff Simpson  (Teddy)
Jay & Rebecca Smith ( Stevie & Stubbie)
Janis Walker  (Peggy Sue)
Jacob Warner  (Pia)
Penny & Jerry Whittington  (Frieto Monster)
Rita & Rob Wolosz  (Ariel & Ella)

 Felix was returned to us after having been adopted seven 
years ago. His owner had to go to an assisted living facility 
and could not take him. But he found a great new home 
with Alice Rogers.
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The Park Report
We are definitely in the midst of a long hot summer 

and most of our feeders, carrying lots of water buckets, are 
heading out a little earlier to miss the heat.

Sadly, we lost Glen Wahlman, our super feeder, trap-
per and  foster care dad , when he left to take a position in 
Idaho. Glen‘s family is in Oregon but his teaching job was 
here. I know that through his compassion and mentorship, 
many students were introduced to responsible pet owner-
ship and a better appreciation of nature. We wish him well 
and are forever grateful for his loyalty and dedication to 
our park felines. Of course, a few ended up in Oregon in 
their forever home with the Wahlman family.

This past month we noticed a very large box by our 
habitat. Of course (no real surprise) three little kittens were 
scrambling around looking for food. We scooped them up, 
made a vet appointment with Dr. Utt, and they will soon 
go up for adoption.  Once again, another consequence of 
irresponsible ownership and a good reason our sanctuary 
is so needed.

Lou Burgoni, one of the original Cat People volunteers 
and founder of the park program, recently passed away. 
Lou’s home was often filled with abandoned park kittens 
and adult cats. Over the years, she dedicated herself to 
easing the plight of homeless animals. Buffy, her dear park 
cat, died years ago and she always missed him so much. 
I like to think they are now together, joined by so many 
other rescues who got to live out their lives thanks to Lou. 
The park was her passion and while she no longer could 
no longer feed, she knew all of the stations and kept ap-
praised of our park efforts.

Adoptions are down due to the glut of cats/kittens this 
summer. We hope to send more to other areas as space 
permits. These felines deserve to find their forever homes.  
In the meantime, they are safe and loved, thanks to our 
feeders, vets, and foster care volunteers.

If you can spare a room or space in your home, we 
depend on foster care in order to save lives. Contact us if 
you can open your hearts to help.

by Barb Hays

Automatic Giving Donors
Pam & Ed Ames
Jane Ansolabehere
Michelle Antonell
Stacey Augustson
Elizabeth Barnhart
Vicki Benson
Virgie Bloodworth
Jay Bresee
Candace Bunes
Art  & Brenda Bynum
JE David-Marble
Winnifred Davis
Paula Dittmann
Gloria Dumler
Carol Ewing
Donna Goins 
Sandra Goins
Frieda Jackson
Judy Keolker 
Dianna Knapp
Carol Lair
Judy Lehmeier
Tami Lumpkin
Alexandra Matic
Donna McKenna
Diana O’Neil
Deena Pedroza
Carol Raupp
Marleen Ray
Vickie Rose
Dorann Ruby
Amy St. Amour
Donald P. St. Clair
Claudia Sobel
Christy Solari
Joan Tambosso
Shirona Thomas
L.Y. Warrick
Bill Walker

Marie White
Debra Wingo

This trio of kittens was found next to a large box at 
the park. They are safe in foster care now.      

Feline 5K Run
Lupe Evans took it upon herself to put together an 

awesome Feline 5K benefiting the Sanctuary Fund. The 
event was held August 1st, and we will have pictures and a 
rundown of the event in the next newsletter. We would like 
to say how much we value Lupe’s hard work and dedication 
in helping the felines of Kern county. She volunteers at our 
Gift Shop, and took the initiative to plan the awesome event 
all on her own. We are blown away by her kindness and 
hard work. We would also like to thank Coach Donovan 
Gabriel and his runners from Team IBProFun for select-
ing and volunteering to run this event for The Cat People. 



The Cat’s Meow
Every  issue, as space permits, we make every effort to gratefully thank the generous people who have helped us.
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PARK FEEDERS

Shelley Ash
Margaret Harrison
Barb Hays
Lee Anne Hendricks
Cindy & Jim Joslyn
Frieda Jackson
Dianna Knapp
Carol Lair
Ann Lariviere
Judy Long
Anthony Powers 
Bob Rutledge
Laura Shaw
Sylvia Simms 
Jill Turner
Jerry & Penny 

Whittington

DONORS

Diane Ackley
David & Ardath Albizo
M.J. Altman
Michelle Antonell
Nancy Arslan
Shelley Ash
Bakersfield Veterinary 

Hospitals
Patricia Basset
Tonya Battistoni
Marge Bentz
Carolyn Bevers
P.J. Bradley
Jeanne Brey
Julie Buksa
Lou Burgoni
Chevron Matching 

Employee Funds
Roberto Ciarla
June Cochran
Carole “Lee” Cole
Rebecca Cook
Helia Corral
M.T. Correia
Wanda Dadds
Lisa Daniel
The Davies Family
Cleo Dieterich
ExxonMobil 

Foundation
Judith Faulstick
Miriam & James Fitch

SPECIAL FRIENDS

In memory of Peggy Adams – Art & Carol Foster

In memory of Jeffry – Marci Cunningham

In remembrance of Peggy Adams – Charlie & Arlette Salgado

In honor of Bear – Patricia Basset

In memory of my pet-sitting kitty clients, Daisy & Poppy, beloved kitties 
of Hart Park feeder, Cindy Joslyn – Ann Lariviere

In memory of Princess, my pet-sitting kitty client and beloved kitty of 
Diane Ackley – Ann Lariviere

In memory of Powder, beloved companion of Diane Sanchez – Jean 
Hughes Gutierrez

In memory of my dear little Mama who passed away on June 30th.  She 
can run and play once again! – Pam Schroeder

In honor of Hazel Ferguson – Karla Abey

To honor the birthday of Stella Rous – Sylvia, Tom & our feline family

In memory of Alex, most beloved feline companion to Miss Lisa Meeks 
– Rickie & Evelyn Turner

In honor of Melissa – Christina Pavletich

In honor of Tom and Mary Doucet – Kathleen Valenzuela

In honor of Kayleen Essman and David Ungar – Kelci Andersen

In honor of my husband, Bob Rutledge, on Father’s Day – E.J. Rut-
ledge

In honor of our son-in-law, Pat Paggi, on Father’s Day – Bob & E.J. 
Rutledge

In celebration of our 58th wedding anniversary – Bob & E.J. Rutledge

In memory of Soxy – Jana Cook

In memory of Avinnah Trout – Aera Energy

In memory of my beloved Feather -- Sherrie Swafford

Shirley Foster
Maryann Froehlich
Suzette Garza
Paul Gennaro
Michael Gifford
Joanne Gonzales
Claire Graham
Michael Heiser
Melba Henderson
Teresa Hendricks
David Herring
Mr. & Mrs. Joel 

Hooton
Jean Hughes
Zoe Hutchins
Pamela Irwin
Diane Karch
The Kemp Family
Fanny Laborde
Vincent Lau
J A Lehmeier
Cheryl Lewis
Jane Loranger
Edith Lyons
Dinah McHone
Mary Martin
Joyce Martinson
Al Morel
James Panasiewicz
Barbara Patterson
Vernon Pennington
The Petco Foundation
Karen Price
Carol Raupp
Charles Salgado
Kevin Sinichko
Carol Smith
Mary Steudtel
Cindy Sutter
Jean Svenson
Rosemary Swinyer
Joan Tambosso
TRUiST
Gloria Vega
United Way
Katherine Walters
Jaime Weyand
Debra Wingo
Rosellyn Witer
The Woman’s Club of 

Bakersfield
Dorothy Wright
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____$15 Junior (under 18)  ____ $100 Sustaining member
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