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In early May, a kitten on death’s doorstep was brought to The 
Cat People. The little tabby with a touch of orange on her 
sweet face was emaciated, flea ridden, and could no longer 
walk. When I first saw her, I was devastated. She was in a 
box lined with a soft blanket, panting with her eyes closed. I 
contacted Barb because I felt the kitten needed to be put to 
sleep. I can’t stand watching an animal suffer. 

Just as Barb and I were texting, the little kitten raised its head 
and opened its eyes. I was shocked. Then, she pushed her 
front legs up, holding her wobbly head up in a sitting position. 
I couldn’t believe my eyes! This kitten was trying to tell me 
she didn’t want to give up. I immediately grabbed water and 
NutriCal, and slowly dropped some water onto her tongue. 
To my amazement, the little kitten lapped up the water I gave 
her. I careful placed some NutriCal gel in her mouth, and 
she swallowed it right up. After I repeated the process a few 
times, the little kitten laid back down to rest. 

I kept her with me all night. Every hour I would give her 
fluids and gel. By the end of the evening, her breathing had 
regulated, and she looked much more comfortable. I woke up 
every hour that night to continue the process. It was exhaust-
ing, but this little kitten was such a fighter that I owed her 

Little Enya, now  happy and healthy, is  cradled in a loving 
hand, above.  But below, left,  she was a very sick kitten. 
This little fighter defied all the odds against her and lived, 
thanks to the efforts of Courtney Clerico!

Enya’s Second Chance:
A foster Story

every chance possible to survive. The little touch of orange 
hair on her head represented the mark of fire. She had a fire 
burning in her soul to stay alive and see a better future in 
which she was cared for and loved. I named her Enya which 
means “little fire.”

The next morning, Barb took the kitten to the vet hospital. 
She got fluids, worm treatment, and special high calorie food. 
The kitten appeared to be the size of a two week old kitten, 
but the vet said she was at least six weeks old.

The kitten continued to get stronger every day. She started 
eating on her own after a couple of days, and by the third 
day she was purring again. She built the muscle back up in 
her body and can now walk, run and play like a normal kit-
ten. I have never seen such a young animal with a stronger 
will to live. 

Little Enya will remain in foster care with me until she is big 
enough for adoptions. She enjoys hanging out with Mr. Lake 
and playing with my chihuahuas. She really is one of a kind.

by Courtney Clerico
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Gift Shop News         
Please note that our Gift Shop is now closed on 

Wednesdays until further notice.  The shop is still open on 
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
We’re sorry for the inconvenience, but we hope this is 
just a short-term cutback in our hours of operation.  We’re 
actively looking for volunteers who are free to work at our 
shop on weekdays in particular.  Recently, we’ve received 
applications from a few people who are interested in joining 
our crew.  I’ve already met with a couple of them, and they’ll 
be training alongside an experienced staffer in the next 
month or so.  Shop volunteers are not expected to work 
at the shop every week.  If you can spare just a day or 
two a month to help out at our shop, that’s fine.  Volunteer 
applications are available on our website, or you can call us 
at 327-4706 to leave a message requesting an application.

Currently, we are working to improve our stock of 
merchandise for our canine friends and their owners.  
This is to honor the wishes of one of our shop volunteers, 
Carolyn Valley, who passed away a couple of years ago.  
Carolyn used to work at the shop on Wednesdays, and 
she noticed that many people passed by the shop when 
they were out walking their dogs.  At her suggestion, we 
started carrying some supplies for dogs.  Another shop 
worker, Cyd, dubbed that part of the shop “The Doghouse.”

Now we are renaming this section “Carolyn’s Canine 
Corner,” to honor Carolyn Valley.  I’m hunting for new display 
cases to upgrade that part of the shop.  Furthermore, we’ll 
be expanding the variety of dog care supplies that we carry 
in our shop.  So you’ll have another excuse to stop by the 
Gift Shop while you’re downtown.  We’re located at 1930 
18th Street just west of the Masonic Temple.  We’re in the 
eastern end of the HP Sears Building.

by Marleen Ray

Pizza Rev Fundraiser!
On Monday June 22, PizzaRev is holding a fundraiser 

for The Cat People. Participating is easy. Visit PizzaRev 
at the Shops at Riverwalk (10500 Stockdale Hwy #100) 
between 11 am and 10 pm on June 22, and when you 
get up to the register to pay, tell them that you are 

participating in The Cat People fundraiser. They  will donate 
20% of your order to us!

Food Assistance Program
In March, 50 families in need received a total of 500 

lbs. of dry cat food and 200 cans of wet food to help them 
feed their cats regularly.  In April, we gave out 420 lbs. of 
kibble and 168 cans of wet food to 42 households.

Our thanks go to the following supporters for their 
donations of cat food and supplies for our Food Assistance 
Program and for our Hart Park feeding program: Mike 
Heiser; Joy Kennedy; Kat Lochrie; Edith Lyons; Ophelia 
Morales, and Marleen Ray. Your donations are greatly 
appreciated. We can always use 16-lb. bags of dry cat 
food and 22-oz. cans of wet food, as well as, packages of 
tortillas for our park cats care program.  You can drop off 
your donations at the Gift Shop from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Thursday through Saturday, or at the Petco on Rosedale 
Highway any Saturday.

by Marleen Ray

Your kitties’ claws will stay in tiptop shape when she tries 
these extra wide scratching boxes available in our Gift 
Shop. 
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 Many of you know of our dream to build a sanctuary/
office/gift store/adoption center somewhere in Bakersfield 
or the immediate vicinity, but some do not. In case you 
don’t know, that’s what our “Sanctuary Fund” is dedicated 
to. We have had some very generous donors in the past 
and have accumulated a large amount of cash (which is 
in a restricted account) but we’re not quite at the total. 
We estimate we will need about $300,000. When we get 
to half of that amount we can start looking for matching 
grants -- so you see, we’re almost but not quite there!
 All of us on the Board, and all our volunteers and 
supporters, share our dream of a place where adoptable 
cats can roam free in indoor/outdoor quarters, and where 
we can run a really spiffy gift shop.  In the meantime, 
please keep those donations coming.  Any little bit helps. 
Our total to date is:

Sanctuary  Report    

$156,040.36

Courtney Dixon adopted Gray Cloud.

Indigo, a sweet 4 month 
old male, was rescued 
from a busy street. He is 
looking for a home.

Kristy is about 6 months old and is available for adoption. 
Stella and Lucy 
were adopted by 
Kaitlyn Hatley.
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The Park Report
Rescue season at the park is in full force once again 

as summer approaches.  During the past month we found 
nursing moms, kittens and some beautiful abandoned adult 
cats. Thankfully, we can report happy endings for  most.

One lovely Sunday morning volunteer Frieda could not 
believe her eyes when we found two young females with 
what appeared to be two litters of two-week-old kittens near 
our habitat.  After crawling part way under the building, 
feeder Shelley was able to grab up all nine of the kittens 
and the two sibling mothers. Christine, our super foster 
mom, was able to take both moms and their litters.  The 
following week, park supervisor George called as we were 
heading home to tell us a mom and several day-old kittens 
were found in one of the men’s bathrooms. We headed 
back to the park and were able to get the very frightened 
mom and her litter. She was severely ill and some of her 
kittens were in bad shape. Auburn Veterinary came to the 
rescue and told us that mom was extremely dehydrated and 
began treatment at once. Despite heroic efforts three of the 
kittens did not survive. This past week, thanks to the team 
effort of rescuers, veterinarians, foster moms and others, 
all were flown up to Canada to new homes. 

Millie, a beautiful Tuxedo, found her forever home with 
former foster mom Julie and family. Leah, our gorgeous 
Main Coon cross went to Santa Cruz to a new family. 
Kristy 2 is now up for adoption thanks to the rescue efforts 
of feeder and foster helper Glen. Just this last week we 
brought in Ruby, a gorgeous Maine Coon cross. 

Every Saturday we haul seven heavy tables, six large 
cages and four chairs to Petco, then spend the day hoping 
to find responsible homes for these once abandoned 
felines.  Four darling little gray kittens were rescued a few 
weeks ago and they will make their debut soon. 

Once again a special thanks to our tireless park 
feeders, our foster care volunteers, and Auburn Vet staff 
for always finding the time to help our park felines.

by Barb Hays

Automatic Giving Donors
Pam & Ed Ames
Jane Ansolabehere
Michelle Antonell
Stacey Augustson
Elizabeth Barnhart
Vicki Benson
Virgie Bloodworth
Jay Bresee
Candace Bunes
Art  & Brenda Bynum
JE David-Marble
Winnifred Davis
Paula Dittmann
Gloria Dumler
Carol Ewing
Donna Goins 
Sandra Goins
Frieda Jackson
Judy Keolker 
Dianna Knapp
Carol Lair
Judy Lehmeier
Tami Lumpkin
Alexandra Matic
Donna McKenna
Diana O’Neil
Deena Pedroza
Carol Raupp
Marleen Ray
Vickie Rose
Dorann Ruby

Amy St. Amour
Donald P. St. Clair
Claudia Sobel
Christy Solari
Joan Tambosso
Shirona Thomas
L.Y. Warrick
Bill Walker
Marie White
Debra Wingo

 Marmalade, a darling 6 month old,  ran right up to feeders 
Carol and Jill. He likes other cats and friendly dogs. This 
former park cat is one of the lucky ones. 

This is beautiful Kristy, rescued by Glen from the park. 
She is about a year old and very friendly.      



The Cat’s Meow
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Every  issue, as space permits, we make every effort to gratefully thank the generous people who have helped us.

PARK FEEDERS

Shelley Ash
Margaret Harrison
Barb Hays
Lee Anne Hendricks
Cindy & Jim Joslyn
Frieda Jackson
Dianna Knapp
Carol Lair
Ann Lariviere
Judy Long
Anthony Powers 
Bob Rutledge
Laura Shaw
Sylvia Simms 
Jill Turner
Jerry & Penny
Whittington 

DONORS
Diane Ackley
Malinda Altman
Nancy Arslan
Patricia Basset
Michelle Beck
Jane Beckett
Marge Bentz
Carolyn Bevers
Debbie Boone
P.J. Bradley
Charlotte Brandt
Jay Bresee
Velda Bryan
Judith Buechler
Lou Burgoni
Marianne Carlsen
Aura Carrillo
Alice Chapin
Angie Chavez
Chevron Matching 

Employee Funds
June Cochran
Carole “Lee” Cole
Rebecca Collins
Jana Cook
Rebecca Cook
Karen Cooley
M.T. Correia
Greg Covey
Wanda Dadds
Lisa Daniel
Cleo Dieterich
Betty Dlouhy
Ray Draper

Dianne & James 
Drennan

Debbie Edwards
Lupe Evans
Marcia Eyherabide
ExxonMobil 

Foundation
Judith Faulstick
Miriam & James Fitch
Shirley Foster
Justin Garza
Suzette Garza
Leslie & Ben Geissel
Paul Gennaro
Betty Jo Giblin
Claire Graham
Michael Heiser
Sylvia Howard
Vanessa Howard
Frieda Jackson
Louise Jasper
Michael Johnson
Dr. & Mrs. Bruce 

Joseph
Robert Kerr III
Alison Kitchen
Fanny Laborde
Letitia Landers
Vincent Lau
Cheryl Lewis
Jane Loranger
Edith Lyons
Dinah McHone
Donna McKenna
Joel Mack, M.D.
Monji Enterprises
Al Morel
Steven & Mary 

Oglesby
Robert & Constance 

Olson
The Petco Foundation
Darla Phelps
Ruth Poehlitz
Karen Price
Paige Rose
Erika Rouby
Amy St. Amour
Tina Salcido
Laura Shaw
Sylvia Simms
Carol Smith
Verna Smith
Joan Tambosso
Nancy Thompson

We started a new donation program online a 
few months back, and the results have been 
amazing. People can now donate items that we 
add to our wish list on Amazon and have them 
shipped directly to us. When we receive a dona-
tion, our unofficial mascot, Mr. Lake, poses with 
the items and we post the picture and a thank 
you online. We have already received hundreds 
of dollars worth of food, pet carriers, and litter. 
We are very excited about this new donation 
program, and we hope it will attract new donors 
to our organization. If you would like the direct 
link to the wish list, please email:
courtneyc@thecatpeople.org.

A while ago, Stella was rescued by feeders 
Jill, Cindy and Glen. Her adopter had to return 
her to us due to personal circumstances, but 
she found a new home in Santa Cruz!

Tommy & Sandra 
Wright

Susan Young
United Way
Katherine Walters
Peggy Watkins
Jaime Weyand
Gerald Willis
Debra Wingo
Tommy & Sandra 

Wright
Susan Young

ADOPTIONS
Pam & Ed Ames
 (Charlie)
Julie & John 
Denvir  (Millie)
Kaitlyn Hatley 
(Stella & Lucy)
Courtney Nixon 
(Gray Cloud)
Claire & Stephen 
Silver  (Bootsie)
Glen Wahlman 
(Charcoal)
Janis Walker 
(Peggy Sue)

SPECIAL FRIENDS
In honor of my 

parents, Bob & E.J. 
Rutledge – Benjamin 

Rutledge

In honor of the won-
derful volunteers who 
are watching out for 
our local kitties – Mi-

chelle Beck

In celebration and 
in memory of Ms. 

Kay Kidd, a life-long 
friend of our family – 

Christine Mack, Paula 
Bingham & Kathleen 

Bingham

In honor of Freddy – 
Dee Daniels

In memory of Muffie & 
Mikey – Dee Daniels
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Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Make checks payable to THE CAT PEOPLE and mail to P.O. Box 13610, Bakersfield, CA 93389 www.thecatpeople.org.
THE CAT PEOPLE is a registered non-profit organization 501(c)3.  Your contribution is tax-deductible.

____$15 Junior (under 18)  ____ $100 Sustaining member

____$15 Senior (65 & over)  ____ $500 Supporting member

____$25 Basic membership  ____ $1000 Lifetime member

____$50 Contributing member

AND an extra donation of  $_________ to be applied to:

____Senior Citizen’s Asst. Fund  ____ Sanctuary Fund

____Park Cat Care Program     ____ Food Pantry Fund

____SPAY TODAY Program  ____ where needed most

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Count me in! I’d like to help THE CAT PEOPLE provide services to Bakersfield homeless cats. Enclosed is my check for: $______ to be applied to:

Current Resident Or


