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What a handful! Maddie (left) and Mia Daniels are part of 
the team that bottle fed and socialized nine abandoned 
kittens. Here they are pictured with  the four they adopted. 
Below left are the kittens when they were just tiny.

A Tale Of Nine Kitties
B e c o m i n g  a  f o s t e r  p a r e n t  f o r  c a t s  h a s 

been one of the best decisions I have ever made.  
About 13 years ago I started volunteering with the Cat People 
and had one of my first experiences bottle feeding kittens. 
It was wonderful being able to help save the lives of a litter 
of 4 kittens.

Flash forward to this year and sadly, our elderly cats had 
passed away. This left an empty spot in our family. My kids, 
9 and 11, were now old enough and really wanted to help 
foster.  I got a message from Brenda that there was a litter 
of 6 kittens that had been abandoned by their mother and 
needed bottle feeding. The timing was perfect because my 
girls were on spring break and thrilled that we were about 
to have 6 kittens to bottle feed. In the meantime one more 
kitten had been found abandoned and I offered to take him 
as well. However, before we picked up the litter and brought 
them home, there was one more message that 2 other kit-
tens had been abandoned and just needed a ride to the vet 
and someone else would pick them up. Well, I took them for 
fostering, and that made 9 kittens needing bottle feeding!

It turned out that not only was our little family of four 
excited and willing to help foster and bottle feed, but my 12 
year old niece and 14 year old nephew and my mom were 
able and willing to help too.

It was a great learning experience for the kids and a good 
opportunity to teach them how important spaying and neuter-
ing is in preventing more homeless kitties from being born.

My mom, husband and I became the main foster parents 
and took care of those wonderful little kittens. We worried 
when they didn’t eat enough, we worried when they ate too 
much, we worried about them gaining enough weight . . . 
all those things you watch carefully for when bottle feeding 
to make sure they are growing like they should.  Luckily, all 
9 kittens were adopted into loving, wonderful families. We 
couldn’t resist and decided to adopt 4. My mom was looking 
for a kitten or two around the same time we were and she 
adopted 2 of the kittens. Then my sister in law let me know 
she was also wanting to adopt 2 kittens. That left only one 
kitten that needed a home. It didn’t take long. After sharing 
our fostering experiences with friends, one let us know that 
she was looking for a companion for their cat. It turned out 
to be a perfect match.

All the kittens are healthy, happy and living out their lives 
with their loving families. After a little break, we will be ready 
to help foster again!

by Alisa Davies
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Gift Shop News
SAVE THE DATE:  Our annual Holiday Open House 

at the Gift Shop is scheduled for Saturday, Nov. 21st, from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Get a head start on your holiday shopping 
while enjoying some hot, spiced apple cider and assorted 
goodies.  As before, the shop will be all decked out for the 
holiday season.  This has been such a fun event for our 
staffers since we get a chance to see so many of our loyal 
customers and to welcome some new faces, too.  While 
you’re browsing, be sure to purchase some raffle tickets 
for a chance to win one of many delightful prizes.  Bring a 
friend and introduce them to our organization and the work 
we do to improve the lives of abandoned cats & kittens 
in Kern County.  Check out the new section of our shop, 
Carolyn’s Canine Corner, featuring dog care supplies.  We 
carry harnesses, leashes, toys and much more to help keep 
your canine pal healthy and happy.

We’re happy to welcome a new member to our crew, 
EJ.  EJ and her husband, Bob, are longtime supporters of 
our group.  Bob is one of our faithful park feeders.  After 
she completes her training, EJ plans to share staffing on 
Wednesdays with Ann.  Let us know if you’re interested in 
joining our staff of volunteers at the shop.  It’s easy to apply.  
You can go to our website and download an application, 
or you can call us at 327-4706 to request an application.

If you can’t make it to our Open House, you can drop 
by during our regular hours, Wednesday through Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Please note that we’ll be closed on 
Nov. 25th and 26th for the Thanksgiving holiday, but we’ll 
be open the rest of that weekend.  We’re located at 1930 
18th St. in the HP Sears Building in downtown Bakersfield.

by Marleen Ray

Food Assistance Program
In July, The Cat People gave out 480 lbs. of dry cat 

food and 192 cans of wet food to families needing help 
feeding their cats regularly.  During the month of August, 
we distributed 430 lbs. of dry food and 172 cans of wet 
food to program participants.

As always, we are truly grateful for the donations of 
cat food and supplies that we receive for this program, 
for the Hart Park cat care program and for our fostering 
activities.  Specifically, we’d like to thank the following 
supporters for their donations in kind in July and August:  
Alene Dunwoody, Frieda Jackson, Connie Jeffreys, Ken 
Krafthefer, Ann Lariviere, Edith Lyons, Dawn Mitchel, 
Carol Montsinger, Carol Paschal, Laura Stockton, Nancy 
Thompson and Lillian Warrick.

by Marleen Ray

Some of the features of Carolyn’s Canine Corner,

An Easy Fundraiser!
Paul Schilling, our very special Santa Paws, SANTA 

volunteer,  is organizing a funique undraiser,. Beginning 
October 1, we are asked to collect our crushed aluminum 
cans, plastic and glass soda and beet bottles. Once we 
have filled up a 30 gallon bag, we can leave a message for  
Paul at 399-1763, who will come to our houses and take 
our donations to the recycling center.  All money earned 
will go directly into our Sanctuary Fund.  Please tell your 
families, neighbors and friends. THANK YOU, PAUL!
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Photo Gallery

Many of you know of our dream to build a sanctuary/
office/gift store/adoption center somewhere in Bakers-
field or the immediate vicinity,.

The sanctuary and adoption center is a priority for 
your board. Thanks to the generosity of our members, 
private supporters, and benefactors, we are closer to 
realizing this long-term goal. Over the past few months, 
we have met with County planners, worked with realtors 
specializing in commercial and industrial properties, 
and visited several available properties. We are also 
touring other Feline Sanctuaries and meeting with their 
representatives. 

All of us on the Board, and all our volunteers and 
supporters, share our dream of a place where adopt-
able cats can roam freely in indoor/outdoor quarters, 
and where we can run a really spiffy gift shop. In the 
meantime, please keep these donations coming. Every 
little bit  helps. Our total to date is:

Sanctuary  Report

$164,687.28

Peter, Paul and Patty were rescued by member Patty 
Gray, and are now in foster care with Frieda, one of our 
volunteers.

 Two darling kittens, rescued by feeder Bob, and fostered 
by Frieda, were adopted by the Montoya family.

The Bridgman family adopted Uno and McDonald.
Charlie, Harley, Turtle and their siblings need forever 
homes. They are about 4 months old.
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The Park Report

Automatic Giving Donors
Pam & Ed Ames
Jane Ansolabehere
Michelle Antonell
Stacey Augustson
Elizabeth Barnhart
Vicki Benson
Virgie Bloodworth
Jay Bresee
Candace Bunes
Art  & Brenda Bynum
JE David-Marble
Winnifred Davis
Paula Dittmann
Gloria Dumler
Carol Ewing
Donna Goins 
Sandra Goins
Frieda Jackson
Judy Keolker 
Dianna Knapp
Carol Lair
Judy Lehmeier
Tami Lumpkin
Alexandra Matic
Donna McKenna
Diana O’Neil
Deena Pedroza
Carol Raupp
Marleen Ray
Vickie Rose
Dorann Ruby
Amy St. Amour
Donald P. St. Clair
Claudia Sobel

Christy Solari
Joan Tambosso
Shirona Thomas
L.Y. Warrick
Bill Walker
Marie White
Debra Wingo

Miss Ruby, saved from the park, awaits her forever home. 

We are finally moving out of the horrific summer heat 
and all of us are delighted at the cool mornings now in the 
park. It has been glorious over the last few weeks, and I 
hope this continues. Hopefully, our number of drop-offs 
will decrease as well. 

In early August we picked up a super-friendly solid 
black cat when a foster volunteer came through for us. 
He is doing well, gets along with others, and may go to a 
great rescue up north. Within a few weeks, Carol rescued 
a Tortoise and her kitten, who was already in the middle of 
an upper respiratory infection. Mom has not adjusted to the 
other cats in the house, but the very affectionate kitten is 
up for adoption. Soon after that, feeder Bob Rutledge was 
alerted to the plight of two little kittens just left, and he drove 
out to the park for them. After their vet check-up at Auburn, 
they went into foster care with feeder, Frieda and were 
adopted together to a wonderful family from Temecula. 

By mid-August, more abandoned kittens and adult cats 
appeared. We picked up a beautiful, but starving Seal Point 
Siamese, and she is in foster care with me. Penny and Jerry 
discovered four two-week old kittens when hearing their 
cries. After taking bottle-feeding shifts, Jerry and Penny 
continue to foster and soon all four go for their medical 
exams, first shots and debut at Petco. Frieda was willing 
to foster a beautiful five-month-old Calico who followed 
several families around hoping to go home with one of 
them. She is also available. 

Our four Magnolia Tree kittens have been with volun-
teer Ann for over five months now.  Milo, a beautiful orange 
and white teen is still in foster with volunteer Steven. Cur-
rently, I have some teens here. I also have Ms. Ruby, a 
beautiful long haired four-year old, adjusting to her Lion 
Cut. Our foster crisis has forced us to leave a mom and her 
three teen kittens in one spot and a few friendly teens and 
adult cats at other locations. We all hope that by late fall /
early winter we can send some rescues to Canada again.

Speaking of Canada, we are in need of new or gently 
used medium sized carriers, for transport, tortillas, wet 
and dry food, and clear plastic small bowls or black non-
Styrofoam small food microwave containers. We like to 
hide an extra food bowl way back in the bushes in some 
locations. Remember, too, that we are desperate to find 
foster care. Please contact me if you can help. Our felines 
depend on us. As always, a special thanks to our feeders, 
Auburn staff, foster volunteers and donors.

by Barb Hays
 



The Cat’s Meow
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Every  issue, as space permits, we make every effort to gratefully thank the generous people who have helped us.

PARK FEEDERS

Shelley Ash
Margaret Harrison
Barb Hays
Lee Anne Hendricks
Cindy & Jim Joslyn
Frieda Jackson
Dianna Knapp
Carol Lair
Ann Lariviere
Judy Long
Anthony Powers 
Bob Rutledge
Laura Shaw
Sylvia Simms 
Jill Turner
Jerry & Penny
Whittington 

DONORS

Diane Ackley
Diana Alsup
Phillip Anderson
Andrea Anthony
Nancy Arslan
Stacey Augustson
Allison Bamburg
Patricia Basset
Tonya Battistoni
Michelle Beck
Jane Beckett
June Blair
Debbie Boone
P.J. Bradley
Jay Bresee
Jeanne Brey
Sarah Brown
Julie Buksa
Candace Bunes
Amanda Cantu
Alice Chapin
Angelina Chavez
Chevron Matching 

Employee Funds
Keith Clark
June Cochran
Carole “Lee” Cole
Rebecca Collins
Helia Corral
Greg Covey
Wanda Dadds
Lisa Daniel

SPECIAL FRIENDS
Gianna De Keles
Phyllis Denison
Julie Denvir
Cleo Dieterich
Judith Ditzler
Dianne Drennan
Patricia Edwards
Lupe Evans
ExxonMobil 

Foundation
Miriam & James Fitch
Carol Foster
Shirley Foster
Leslie Geissel
Paul Gennaro
Betty Jo Giblin
Martha Gilleland
Claire Graham
Linda Hakimi
Michael Heiser
Melba Henderson
David Herring
Sue Higgins
K.M. Honegger
Kelly Hoover
Elaine Horn
Cynthia Icardo
Michael Johnson
Douglas Johnston
Ann Justice
Diane Karch
Laddie Kumelos
Rae Ann Kumelos
Fanny Laborde
Ann Lariviere
Vincent Lau
Jean Leach
Cheryl Lewis
David Loomis
Jane Loranger
Traci McCann
Dinah McHone
Justin McMahan
Joel Mack, M.D.
Evelina Martinez
Kimberly Maxwell
Monji Enterprises
Joan Myers
Margaret Parker
Daryl Parson
Susan Patrick
Vernon Pennington
The Petco Foundation
Darla Phelps

Pizza Rev
Karen Price
Laurie Rott
Stella Rous
Lawrence Ruby
Charles Salgado
Amanda Sampson
Debbie Scott
Cristy Shaver
Sylvia Simms
Kevin Sinichko
Carol Smith
Verna Smith
Linda Stewart
Sherrie Swafford
Joan Tambosso
Elaine Tragesser
TRUiST
Jonathan Trustman & 

Stephenie Engle
United Way
Karen Warrell
Sandra Watts
Jaime Weyand
David White
Gerald Willis
Mona Wilson
Dorothy Wright
Tommy Wright
Susan Young

ADOPTIONS

Matt & Juliette 
Abshear  (Cream & 
Sugar)

Breanna & Trent 
Alexander  (Gizmo)

Kris & Ray Baugher 
(Bon Jovi)

Beryl Bilman (Posey)
Jeremy Bridgman 

(Uno & McDonald)
Heidi Darrow  (Calvin)
Alisa Davies  (Lily, 

Jack, Panda & 
Spider Girl)

Cynthia Davis 
(Barley)

Jim Glascock  (Luna)
Lisa Hiestand 

(Possum)
Rebecca Mallory 

(Sammie)

In honor of Bob & EJ Rutledge
– Ben Rutledge

In loving memory of Zorro, saved from 
the Wasco shelter in 2007. On his way to 

Rainbow Bridge, after being lovingly cared 
for by Barb Kitchen

In memory of Jo Triplett
– Fred & Marleen Ray

In honor of the Rous/Fariss Family and for 
the sweet & wonderful kitties being cared 

for by The Cat People
– Sylvia & Tom Howard

In memory of my daughter, Leslie Sloan
– Suellyn Jenkins

In memory of Pretties – Tina Salcido

In honor of Ringo – Traci McCann

In honor of Casey – Al Dilger

In memory of Marjory Grant – Gloria Smith

In memory of Kolby, beloved companion of 
Sherry Parker – Gwen Preston

In loving memory of brave-hearted Cricket, 
the last of our Bakersfield kitties.

Martha Gilleland and Linda Wright

In loving memory of Gregory, the sweetest 
kitty boy ever. Paws is waiting for you at the 

Rainbow Bridge, Greg.
Martha Gilleland and Linda Wright 

Lisa Mestaz (Miller & 
Minnie)

Rosemary Miller 
(Pepper)

Andrea & Tim 
Montoya 

(Bob 1 & 2)
Debby Moore 

(O’Brian)

Karen Murlow-
Simpson  (Teddy)

Jennifer Sage-Bundy  
(Cubby)

Mandy & Jake 
Walters  (Sting)
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Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone ______________________________________  email __________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Make checks payable to THE CAT PEOPLE and mail to P.O. Box 13610, Bakersfield, CA 93389 www.thecatpeople.org.
THE CAT PEOPLE is a registered non-profit organization 501(c)3.  Your contribution is tax-deductible.

____$15 Junior (under 18)  ____ $100 Sustaining member

____$15 Senior (65 & over)  ____ $500 Supporting member

____$25 Basic membership  ____ $1000 Lifetime member

____$50 Contributing member

AND an extra donation of  $_________ to be applied to:

____Senior Citizen’s Asst. Fund  ____ Sanctuary Fund

____Park Cat Care Program     ____ Food Pantry Fund

____SPAY TODAY Program  ____ where needed most

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Count me in! I’d like to help THE CAT PEOPLE provide services to Bakersfield homeless cats. Enclosed is my check for: $______ to be applied to:

Current Resident Or


