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Cat People’s New Home 
And Sanctuary!

Here is Cat People’s  new home and Sanctuary at 4120 
East Drive, just north of Rosedale Highway. Our deepest 
thanks to all of you whose donations made this possible.

of that care. 
Some facilities charge as much as $40,000 per cat.  Re-

member that any facility has to build in monthly fixed costs 
as well as food and veterinary expenses often including paid 
help if enough volunteer help is not in place.

Some of the saddest calls I have received over the 
years are from family members telling me their loved ones 
have died . . . and now what do they do with the cats?  The 
beneficiaries inherit money and property but do not want 
the burden of the departed one’s beloved cats. How many 
beneficiaries have cat allergies!?? How tragic that already 
traumatized cats end up in a shelter environment! We are 
working on necessary cost considerations and appropriate 
forms, and if you do not have a dear friend to take in your pet, 
consider making arrangements now.  If you have immediate 
questions, please contact  us. 

So as I sit here looking out at our new lovely sanctuary, 
with all its potential, I foresee a happy place filled with dedi-
cated volunteers and frolicking/contented cats whose owners 
wanted to ensure a place where their companion cats could 
live out their lives when owners are no longer around or able 
to care for them.

On September 13, after over 10 years of fundraising, 
countless hours of research, viewing properties, and meeting 
with county planners, our dream of having our own sanctu-
ary and adoption center became a reality . We will forever 
be indebted to our wonderful Premier realtor, Diana Aronson 
who worked so hard for us. This property came on the mar-
ket, and Diana contacted us; we were there within the hour, 
contacted the zoning department and made the offer.  We 
are also indebted to attorney John Linford for the hours he 
dedicated in helping us work out all the particulars. 

Escrow closed, the keys are in hand and now the real 
work starts. While the main residence on the property is in 
good shape, other buildings need to be properly outfitted for 
cats. Unlike a shelter that cages cats for short term stays, 
a sanctuary where most of the cats arrive here through 
bequests needs to accommodate various ages and tem-
peraments. We need to provide indoor settings with outdoor 
enclosed play areas as a way to cut down on various cat 
viruses and reduce stresses. We hope to have some of our 
cats here before too long if there is funding and the work 
gets done. We are working to ensure handicap access as 
required by the state.

So which cats will end up in our sanctuary?  We will con-
tinue to save abandoned kittens and adult cats from the park 
and at times do emergency rescue when the cat be quickly 
adopted.  Each of the buildings on the property will require 
creative designs that will provide the cats a real home feel.  
This all takes time, expertise, and money. If enough volunteer 
help is not in place, we will have to hire staff and that cuts 
into rescue and program efforts. Our programs such as Spay 
Today, and the food programs, are ongoing, as is our park 
program, and they are  all necessary but costly. 

We envision a place where volunteers can interact with 
the cats while in a lovely environment. Likewise, potential 
adopters will be able to interact with adoptable cats/kittens 
to better see their personalities. 

Ensuring your feline a safe, humane and caring envi-
ronment requires planning ahead. We have spent months 
researching intake strategies and costs of caring for surren-
dered cats, and as cat owners, we know too well the cost (continued on Page 2)
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Food Assistance Program     

Gift Shop News     

In July, The Cat People helped out 87 families in 
need with 1,284 lbs. of dry cat food and 344 cans of wet 
food.  In August, 92 households received 1,406 lbs. of 
kibble and 368 cans of wet food.  Unfortunately, we are 
no longer adding people to this program.  At this time, we 
have to direct our limited funds to the work that needs 
to be done in establishing our sanctuary.  Eventually, we 
hope to get help through grants to continue providing cat 
food to people who are having trouble feeding their feline 
companions regularly.

During July and August, The Cat People received 
donations of cat food from Stacey Augustson, Dennis 
Bookman, Edith Lyons and two anonymous support-
ers.  In addition, Mark and Tammy Becker donated four 

By the time you receive this, we should be settling 
into our new location at 4120 East Drive, north of Rose-
dale Highway and a block west of Gibson Drive.  Hope-
fully, many of you got a chance to tour our new home at 
our recent Open House.  This is an exciting time for our 
organization as we finally realize our dream of opening a 
cat sanctuary to serve our community.  

In early November, my dedicated and hard-working 
crew of volunteers will be busy setting up the Gift Shop 
in the main house.  Because of the limited area for the 
shop, we have largely reduced our merchandise to cat 
care supplies, including our best-selling Hot Cat toys, 
and The Cat People logo sportswear items like t-shirts 
and caps.

Little by little, we’ll be able to make over the facil-
ity to suit our needs. Meanwhile, come out and visit our 
newly-opened shop and see the work in progress.  We 
have so much to be proud of!  Currently, we have plans 
to open the shop on Fridays and Saturdays from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m.  We sorely need volunteers to work at 
the shop, office and Food Assistance distribution center, 
so that we can expand our hours of operation.  Finally, 
thanks for your patience and understanding as we pre-
pare our new sanctuary for its feline residents.

by Marleen Ray

Cat People’s new home (cont’d
from Page 1)

And watching over it all is a lady named Charlotte 
and her old cat. Charlotte provided  us with a large part of 
the necessary funding to make this longtime dream come 
true. This is an exciting, challenging and sometimes scary 
time as we plan ahead. We hope you will visit often and  
volunteer your time.

by Barb Hays

Our new place will have this comfortable seating area for 
cat watching. 

32-gal. bags of blankets and towels for our cat care 
programs. Last but not least, we got donations of sup-
plies and merchandise from the following donors:  Zan 
Bonham, Shannon Berger, Cathy Haberman, Nancy 
Thompson and an anonymous supporter.
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PRESIDENT Barb Hays
VICE PRESIDENT Brenda Bynum
TREASURER Pam  Ames
SECRETARY Stacey Augustson

CHAIRPERSONS

SHOP & OFFICE MANAGER Marleen Ray
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR Courtney Clerico
CORRESPONDENCE Dianna Knapp
WEBSITE/PETFINDER/MEDIA Courtney Clerico
MEMBERSHIP Shelley  Ash
AUBURN RESCUE ACCOUNT Barbara Kitchen 

Who We Are
OFFICERS

To contact any of the above personnel
please call  327-4706

Photo Gallery

Tool kit
Hammer,  screwdrivers
Nails and screws of various sizes
Electric drill and bits
Buckets
Mops
First aid kit
Peroxide
Rubbing alcohol
Rake
Shovel
Swiffer sweeper
Light  vacuum  cleaner
Trash cans -- various sizes
Trash bags
Towels

Sanctuary  Wish List

 Dot and her siblings were brought in from the park some 
time ago. Dot is still at Barb’s and is looking for a home.

September is a sweet, shy little calico girl about 5 
months old. She is looking for a new home! 

Julian is a playful 5 month old boy who is in the market 
for a nice family to take him home and love him.

This beautiful Siamese cross kitty is recovering at Barb’s 
and would so like to go home with you!

Items for donation can be dropped off from 10 am - 1 pm 
Fridays and  Saturdays at The Cat People Sanctuary, 
4120 East Drive. Thank you!
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The Park Report

        

Automatic Giving Donors
Pam & Ed Ames
Jane Ansolabehere
Michelle Antonell
Stacey Augustson
Elizabeth Barnhart
Vicki Benson
Virgie Bloodworth
Jay Bresee
Candace Bunes
Art  & Brenda Bynum
Winnifred Davis
Paula Dittmann
Gloria Dumler
Carol Ewing
Donna Goins 
Sandra Goins
Frieda Jackson
Judy Keolker 
Dianna Knapp
Carol Lair
Judy Lehmeier
Tami Lumpkin
Alexandra Matic
Donna McKenna
Diana O’Neil
Deena Pedroza
Carol Raupp
Marleen Ray
Vickie Rose
Dorann Ruby
Amy St. Amour
Donald P. St. Clair

Claudia Sobel
Christy Solari
Joan Tambosso
Shirona Thomas
Bill Walker
Cyd Walker
L.Y. Warrick
Marie White
Debra Wingo

Bamboo, a lovely calico, was brought in from the park 
suffering terribly from fleabite anemia, which can be fatal 
to cats. She will be in foster care for a bit, then available 
for adoption.  

July through September were busy rescue  months 
in the park despite  the lack of foster homes.  We have 
had to leave some beautiful adult cats but had to bring in 
several kittens or they would have perished. Over  a two 
month period,  20 kittens were brought in. Unfortunately, 
as often happens in this business, some came down with 
ringworm and before long the rest of the kittens also came 
down with this non-life-threatening but persistent and highly 
contagious disease. The good news is that neither I nor my 
dog or the two other foster moms ever came down with it. 
Unfortunately, any other animals in the same household 
also become unadoptable for about 3-5 months even if 
they showed no outward signs. Now, they are no longer 
cute little kittens but rambunctious teenagers. We continue 
to treat and black-light them and just hope that in the next 
few months we can get them in for altering and then finally 
adoptions.

 
Carol has donated many hours trapping and altering 

our park cats, so hopefully, we have prevented several 
unwanted litters.  We were able to rescue a beautiful long-
haired year old Calico, dubbed Bamboo Girl, this last 
month. She was severely anemic due to flea infestations 
and after three trips to the vet, she is now in foster care 
with Rita and Rob. Our goal is to get her healthy and up for 
adoption. We continue to feed daily and no matter what, 
our park cats never miss meals! 

 
Tragically, we often get emails from outdoor cat owners 

whose cats have gone missing. When pictures are sent to 
us we constantly are on the look-out and have been told 
that there are cat haters trapping neighborhood cats and 
dumping them at the park. To the casual passer-by, the 
park may seem to be the idyllic setting and perfect home 
for their unwanted pet. What people do not see are the 
consequences of abandonment . This summer, two cats 
died from flea anemia, four cats have been run over and still 
others often will show up with bite wounds or other signs 
of trauma. Then  there are the cats that just disappear.

 
We always welcome food , blanket and towel donations 

for our park  cats.  As always, I cannot say enough about 
our dedicated park volunteers who not only feed but step 
up to foster and fill in when someone is out of commission. 
We are always looking for potential park volunteers to help 
us in our efforts. Please contact me if you would like to be 
part of our dedicated team.

by Barb Hays



The Cat’s Meow

5

Every  issue, as space permits, we make every effort to gratefully thank the generous people who have helped us.

PARK FEEDERS

Andi  Anthony
Shelley Ash
Margaret Harrison
Barb Hays
Cindy & Jim Joslyn
Frieda Jackson
Dianna Knapp
Carol Lair
Ann Lariviere
Judy Long
Anthony Powers
Bob Rutledge
Sylvia Simms
Jill Turner
Jerry & Penny
Whittington

DONORS

Ability Answering 
Service

JoAnn Adams
Phillip Anderson
Andrea Anthony
Michelle Antonell
Nancy Arslan
J. Michael Baker
Bakersfield Veterinary 

Hospitals
Patricia Basset
Jane Beckett
Carolyn Bevers
Debbie Boone
P.J. Bradley
Jay Bresee
Julie Buksa
Paul Burzych
Angie Chavez
Chevron Matching 

Employee Funds
Bob Ciarla
Keith Clark
June Cochran
Carole “Lee” Cole
Peggy Cole
Rebecca Collins
Rebecca Cook
Karen Cooley
Dee Daniels
Gianna De Keles
Judith Ditzler
Dianne Drennan

SPECIAL FRIENDS

Charles Salgado
James Satterfield
Olga See
Guy Senatore
Shirley Skenfield
Karen Simpson
Kevin Sinichko
Carol Smith
Jackie Smith
Verna Smith
Donna Stevenson
Sherrie Swafford
Joan Tambosso
Elaine Tragesser
Linda Underwood
United Way
Katherine Walters
Karen Warrell
Jim & Norma Webber
Sandra Wendt
Liane Whitson
Rosellyn Witer
Dorothy Wright
Susan Young

In memory of
Scooter & Sammy – 

Dee Daniels

In memory of
Patsy Glenn – 

Marci Cunningham

In memory of
Pretties and

Sonora – 
Tina Salcido

Our  future mesh enclosed kitty gym.

The present garage, which will be divided into 
many cat areas with access to mesh enclosed 
outdoor  spaces.

“Charlotte’s Cottage,” our future kitten and cat 
intake area.

Deborah Edwards
Kayleen Essman
Marcia Eyherabide
Marilyn Fisher
Miriam Fitch
Carol Foster
Shirley Foster
Suzette Garza
Paul Gennaro
Deborah Giem
Golden Empire 

Arabian Horse 
Society

Lana Grace
Claire Graham
Barb Hays
Michael Heiser
Melba Henderson
Gertruida Henket
Joel Hooton
Elaine Horn
Sylvia Howard
Cynthia Icardo
Louise Jasper
Douglas Johnston
Diane Karch
Jim & Dianna Knapp
Laddie Kumelos
Fanny Laborde
Letitia Landers
Donald & Marva 

Larson
Vincent Lau
Jean Leach
J A Lehmeier
Cheryl Lewis
Jane Loranger
Edith Lyons
Mary Martin
Dinah McHone
Pamela Miller
Monji Enterprises
“Big Al” Morel
Mary Oglesby
Margaret Parker
William Patrick
Vernon Pennington
The Petco Foundation
Karen Price
Denise Riddle
Michele Roark
Kenneth Robinson
Laurie Rott
Bob & EJ Rutledge
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PAID
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Permit #487

Current Resident Or

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone ______________________________________  email __________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Make checks payable to THE CAT PEOPLE and mail to P.O. Box 13610, Bakersfield, CA 93389 www.thecatpeople.org.
THE CAT PEOPLE is a registered non-profit organization 501(c)3.  Your contribution is tax-deductible.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Count me in! I’d like to help THE CAT PEOPLE provide services to Bakersfield homeless cats. Enclosed is my check for: $______ to be applied to:

____$15 Junior (under 18)  ____ $100 Sustaining member

____$15 Senior (65 & over)  ____ $500 Supporting member

____$25 Basic membership  ____ $1000 Lifetime member

____$50 Contributing member

AND an extra donation of  $_________ to be applied to:

____Senior Citizen’s Asst. Fund  ____ Sanctuary Fund

____Park Cat Care Program     ____ Food Pantry Fund

____SPAY TODAY Program  ____ where needed most


