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Cute little Carter has been with us for quite a while. He is 
a very gentle and well mannered 9-month-old and would 
sure love a forever home!

at 599-2719 or email me at barbarah@thecatpeople.org if 
you would like to drop by. I am there every morning. Hope 
to see you soon!

by Barb Hays

It has been a busy but productive time at our Pawsitively 
Cats’ sanctuary! Late November we hosted an informal get-
acquainted party for our new county coalition members. Over 
25 guests had a chance to share ideas and most ended up 
visiting with our many cottage felines. Volunteers Fiona and 
Taya set up the goodies, and Nick Cullen, Animal Services 
Director, outlined plans for the future, and  everyone left 
resolving to collaborate  to make positive changes for cats.

On December 10, we hosted a members’ and friends’ 
open house to celebrate the progress at the sanctuary. Guest 
toured the grounds, enjoyed lots of good food, and shopped 
and played with the many cottage cats. Many members had 
not seen our finished cottage and were so impressed by 
the colorful decor and great cats we have here.  Thanks to 
photographer and volunteer Taya, many notecards featuring 
our cats were sold, along with our creative rocks, thanks to 
friend Nancy Parrott and artist Ina Goodling. Susan Madigan 
of Neutered Gems sold over $300 of her incredibly creative 
recycled jewelry pieces and all profits were donated to us. 
What a fun day and this is only one of many more to come!

Construction is moving along and by the time you receive 
this, the parking lot and most of the required items will  be 
completed. Unfortunately, the county decided we needed a 
firewall on the outside of the cottage blue room and this forces 
us to lose our beautiful east–facing windows. While this lat-
est demand is costly and disappointing, I am sure Andi will 
find a way to make our new solid wall pop. In the meantime, 
our future catio, planned for the spring, will provide another 
outdoor adventure for our felines and we can’t wait to sit  
with our cats on the new concrete  bench. In mid-summer, 
if funds are available, we hope to have another larger catio 
constructed as well.

Speaking of that, once the construction is completed over 
the next few months, we want hope to entice members and 
friends by hosting some fun and cat–filled fundraising events, 
so check your mailboxes. Our construction costs have run 
over due to extra county requirements. We so appreciate the 
blankets, cat beds, throws , sheets and towels that so many of 
you have donated. We have our washer/dryer going daily, but 
with over 60 sanctuary felines we go thru bedding quite fast. 

We hope you will find some time to visit the sanctuary. 
Our cats provide the best therapy and we so enjoy having 
a cup of coffee and just sitting with all of them. Contact me 

Sanctuary News

We at The Cat People are proud to be part of a new 
coalition made up of several non-profit organizations 
coming together promote spay/neuter, adoptions, and 
responsible pet ownership. While each organization may 
have its own unique focus, we are all united in our desire 
to make life better for all animals.

You will see our coalition logo as we participate in 
many community events beginning with World Spay Day, 
February 27. We will be distributing $25 spay/neuter 
vouchers and promoting responsible TNR from 10-4 on 
February 27 at our sanctuary. 

On April 22, all of the nonprofit organizations, includ-
ing the city and county animal services will be at the fair-
grounds for a mega-adoption event. We will once again 
distribute vouchers and encourage colony caregivers to 
use a TNR approach.
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Food Assistance Program
Many thanks to everyone who stopped by The Cat 

People Shop table at the Membership Open House in 
December. We sold more than $600 in merchandise to 
support our programs to help abandoned and neglected 
kitties in our area.

In November through our Food Assistance Program, 
we helped 45 households with 360 lbs. of dry cat food and 
176 cans of wet food, as well as, 34 boxes of litter.  In De-
cember, even though we were closed for the holidays, we 
still handed out 296 lbs. of kibble, 148 cans of wet cat food 
and 33 boxes of litter to 37 families in need.  Last year, we 
distributed a total of 3,752 lbs. of dry cat food and 1,848 
cans of wet food to help people feed their kitties regularly.  
In addition, we gave out a total of 472 large boxes of litter.

In the last two months of 2017, we were grateful to 
receive donations of blankets, cat food and other supplies 
for the Food Assistance Program, our Hart Park cats care 
program and our sanctuary from the following supporters:  
Dennis Bookman, Dani Bresee, Michael Brewer, Connie 
Jeffreys, Donna Panasiewicz, Marleen Ray, Megan Rios, 
Laura Stockton and HJ Ziders. Furthermore, volunteers 
from Buster’s Pet Fund dropped off huge donations of 
blankets, towels, cat food and miscellaneous supplies.  
Buster’s Pet Fund collects and distributes blankets, towels 
and other pet care supplies for area animal rescue groups.  
The Cat People is grateful to be among the groups the 
Fund helps out regularly.

You can drop off your donations of supplies at our 
sanctuary at 4120 East Drive from 9 a.m. to 12 noon on Sat-
urdays. We operate out of the mechanic’s garage around 
the corner from the front entrance on Fairhaven. While 
we’re open on Saturdays, we distribute cat food through 
our Food Assistance Program, and we hand out vouchers 
to families in need and to colony caregivers to help get 
their kitties altered. We also sell greeting cards and some 
cat care supplies, including Hot Cats toys, a feline favorite.

by Marleen Ray

“I am a 20 year  member who has always wanted to 
volunteer but never found the time. I always sent in my 
checks for fundraisers when asked, and I even signed up 
for auto donations. It was easier for me to just imagine how 
things got done, but I never really knew what it actually 
took. Recently, due to a layoff with my company, I found 
the time to volunteer.

 I’m now going to Pawsitively Cats two days a week 
and it‘s been the best thing ever! I now know first hand the 
time and energy it takes every day to run the sanctuary 
and care for all the fur babies. I feel it would be so helpful 
for every member to volunteer at least once a month, or if 
possible give a few hours when possible to better appreci-
ate what goes into caring for the cats. 

I have found it to be so satisfying to lend a hand, and 
the reward is loving on all the cats when the work is done. 
I’ve also met wonderful, generous fellow cat lovers and I 
have to say, once again, it is the best therapy ever!”

by Deena Pedroza

Sanctuary volunteer and 20-year member Deena with 
Betty Lou, a gorgeous 4-month-old rescued from the 
park. Deena’s story is below.
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OFFICERS

PRESIDENT Barb Hays
VICE PRESIDENT Brenda Bynum
TREASURER Pam  Ames
SECRETARY Stacey Augustson

CHAIRPERSONS

SHOP & OFFICE MANAGER Marleen Ray
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR Courtney Clerico
CORRESPONDENCE Dianna Knapp
WEBSITE/PETFINDER/MEDIA Courtney Clerico
MEMBERSHIP Shelley  Ash
AUBURN  RESCUE  ACCOUNT Barbara Kitchen

Who We Are

To contact any of the above personnel
please call 327-4706

Photo Gallery

Greonimo was adopted by Beryl and David.
Sunday and Wednesday were adopted by Carl and 
Ruth.

Mimo, our 9-month-old tabby beauty must be part 
Abbyssinian! He is looking for a home also.

Sweet little 6-month-old Lotto is over the top friendly and 
loving. He would love to be carried around all day . . . 
maybe by you at his new forever home?

Grayson, a loving and social little 9-month-old kitty, is in 
the market for a forever home.



The Park Report

Automatic Giving Donors
Pam & Ed Ames
Amy St. Amour
Jane Ansolabehere
Michelle Antonell
Stacey Augustson
Elizabeth Barnhart
Virgie Bloodworth
Jay Bresee
Candace Bunes
Art  & Brenda Bynum
Winnifred Davis
Gloria Dumler
Carol Ewing
Donna Goins 
Sandra Goins 
Barb Hays
Frieda Jackson
Dianna Knapp
Rae Ann Kumelos
Tami Lumpkin
Alexandra Matic
Diana O’Neil
Deena Pedroza
Carol Raupp
Marleen Ray
Vickie Rose
Donald P. St. Clair
Claudia Sobel
Christy Solari

Joan Tambosso
Shirona Thomas
Bill Walker
L.Y. Warrick
Marie White
Debra Wingo

Sanctuary volunteer Arcelie and Buffy, a park rescue. This 
sweet neutered and vetted 15-lb boy captured all the feed-
ers’ hearts. He was taken to Coffee Road Vet Hospital by 
feeder Jill in hopes that he will find a new home.
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Our cats have experienced many freezing nights over the 
past few months, but thanks to the many comforter and 
blanket donations, many of the Mill area cats are able to 
get out of the cold and into the habitat. We hope you will 
continue to think of the cats when that comforter or blanket 
is too worn out to use at home. They do not have much 
of a shelf life at the park due to the visiting raccoons and 
other creatures who also use them occasionally, so we are 
constantly replacing all of the park bedding. 

Carol trapped 8 cats this past month and unfortunately one 
had to be euthanized after testing positive. Another cat was 
treated for head wounds and is now healthy and back at 
the park. In case you’re wondering, it costs us upwards 
of $85.00 per trapped cat to do the necessary vet work 
so, as you can imagine, our park program is very costly. 
A cat coming into the system can cost us up to $150.00, 
to which we have to add the cost of feeding and follow-up 
care. Every year donations coming in from the Xmas Ap-
peal help with many of our park expenses, and once again 
we were honored to get the Brown Foundation grant. For 
over 25 years we have taken care of the many abandoned 
cats thanks to our generous members and donations from 
these two sources. 

Currently, over 60 park cats now live at the sanctuary, most 
having come in as small kittens, and during  the first two 
weeks in January we  brought in two more when it was 
deemed they would not survive at the park. Other unadopt-
able park cats live in permanent foster care. We survived 
our first summer kitten season at the sanctuary, but soon 
it will start over again. Sadly, we lost our beautiful park cat, 
Buddy, this December.

In the months ahead you will receive invitations to attend 
many fundraising activities at the sanctuary and we hope 
you and your friends will support our efforts to continue 
the dedicated care given to our park cats as well as to 
the many cats living in the sanctuary. If you did not get 
a chance to purchase our beautiful notecards featuring 
many of our rescues, they are available on Saturdays at 
the sanctuary from 10-12. 

Due to my daily commitments at Pawsitively Cats, Carol 
has taken on many more feeding times, and all of the feed-
ers, no matter what the weather, are there for the cats. We 
truly have a committed group of volunteers and no park 
cat will go hungry on our watch!! 

by Barb Hays



The Cat’s Meow
Every  issue, as space permits, we make every effort to gratefully thank the generous people who have helped us.

PARK FEEDERS
Andi  Anthony
Shelley Ash
Margaret Harrison
Barb Hays
Cindy & Jim Joslyn
Frieda Jackson
Dianna Knapp
Carol Lair
Judy Long
Bob Rutledge
Sylvia Simms
Jill Turner
Jerry & Penny 

Whittington

DONORS
Michelle Antonell
Steve Arre, Jr.
Nancy Arslan
Stacey Auguston
Beverly Banks
Patricia Basset
Chan Bayles
Jane Beckett
Stanley Bell
Dennis Bookman
P.J. Bradley
Charlotte Brandt
Jay & Dani Bresee
Velda Bryan
Julie Buksa
Troy Burrage
Paul Burzych
Lynn Califf
Donna Chaffee
Alice Chapin
Oscar & Angie 

Chavez
David Clark
Nancy Clark
June Cochran
Carole “Lee” Cole
Peggy Cole
Jeffrey & Theresa 

Coleman
Rebecca Collins
Karen Cooley
Helia Corral
M.T. Correia
Marci Cunningham
Wanda Dadds
Michelle Dandrea
Lisa Daniel
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Dee Daniels
Tom Daskus
Alisa Davies
Gayle Deifel
Sue Deininger
Douglas Denison
Phyllis Denison
Judith Ditzler
Kristi Draeger
Dianne Drennan
Sheila Drewry
Rebecca Ennis
Rose Ann Erberich
ExxonMobil 

Foundation
Marcia Eyherabide
Judith Faulstick
Marguerite Ferdinand
Gayle Fieldgrove
Marilyn Fisher
Miriam Fitch
Shirley Foster
Tom & Donna Frank
Dayne Frary
Randy Garrett
Suzette Garza
Leslie Geissel
Paul Gennaro
B J Giblin
Deborah Giem
Marilyn Gifford
Greg & Susan Gilbert
Carole Goldstein
Claire Graham
Barbara Hann
Barbara Hays
Cynthia Hedberg
Michael Heiser
Teresa Hendricks
Elaine Horn
Cynthia Icardo
Pamela Irwin
Italian Catholic 

Federation – Our 
Lady of Perpetual 
Help

Frieda Jackson
Louise Jasper
Connie Jeffreys
Darleen Jehnsen
Robin Johannsen
Douglas Johnston
Ann Justice
Donald Kelley

Janet Kinney-Poteet
Barbara Kitchen
Jim & Dianna Knapp
Vincent Lau
Marianne Laxague
Marilyn Ledesma
J.A. Lehmeier
Cheryl Lewis
Judy Long
Jane Loranger
Amanda Lucas
Tami Lumpkin
Illya-Ian MacIver
Joel Mack, M.D.
Joyce Macy
Mary Martin
Joyce Martinson
Alexandra Matic
Dinah McHone
Kathryn Miller
Pamela Miller
Peggy Miller
Venessa Miller
Linda Mumford
Terry Murray
Joan Myers
Network for Good
Mary Nicholson
Gwen Nielsen
Ron Nixon
Dian Olmstead
Christine Olofson
Deborah Olson
Donna Panasiewicz
Patricia Crail Brown 

Foundation
Vernon Pennington
Anne Peper
Sharon Petit
Wendy Powers
Karen Price
Carol Raupp
Michelle Roark
E J Rutledge
Paul Salazar
Sharon Schooley
Sylvia Simms
Kevin Sinichko
Shirley Skenfield
Carol Smith
Jackie Smith
Verna Smith
Amy St. Amour
Anna St. Clair

SPECIAL FRIENDS

Marilyn Stewart
Rosemary Swinyer
Elaine Tragesser
United Way
Pyper Von Normann
Victoria Vukonich
Katherine Walters
James Webber
Sandra Wendt
Jaime Weyand
Linda Whipple
David White
Marie White
Linda Wilson
Bonnie Winders
Debra Wingo
Rosellyn Witer
Wonderful Giving
Tommy Wright

ADOPTIONS
David & Beryl 

Buckner (Geronimo)
Richard & JoAnn 

Nichols (Katarina)
Cindy Orloff  (Mo/

Charlie & Chief 
Thor)

Marleen & Fred Ray 
(Jade/Jiji)

Ruth & Carl St. John 
(Wednesday & 
Sunday) 

Stacy & William 
(Calvin/Stewart & 
Cory)

In honor of Dinah McHone this past holiday 
season – Barbara McManus

In memory of John Rous and in honor of 
his widow, Stella – Sylvia Howard and Tom 

Howard

In honor of Stacey Augustson on her birthday 
– Marilyn Stewart

To honor Pam Miller & Buddy – Eleanor Biehl

In memory of Loretta Rodgers – Linda 
Underwood

In memory of Tuffy – Venessa Miller

 Cindy and Joe adopted Mo and Chief and
 renamed them Charlie and Thor.
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Count me in! I’d like to help THE CAT PEOPLE provide services to Bakersfield homeless cats. Enclosed is my check for: $______ to be applied to:

____$15 Junior (under 18)  ____ $100 Sustaining member

____$15 Senior (65 & over)  ____ $500 Supporting member

____$25 Basic membership  ____ $1000 Lifetime member

____$50 Contributing member

AND an extra donation of  $_________ to be applied to:

____Senior Citizen’s Asst. Fund  ____ Sanctuary Fund

____Park Cat Care Program     ____ Food Pantry Fund

____SPAY TODAY Program  ____ where needed most
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