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Sissy, a beautiful and loving little polydactyl (many toes)  
is about 12 weeks old and ready for adoption. Her nearly 
identical sister Missy is also ready for her forever home. 

Christmas Rules For 
Stray Cats
1. Stray cats will not be fed.
2. Stray cats will not be fed anything except dry cat food. 
3. Stray cats will not be fed anything except dry cat food 

moistened with a little canned food.
4. Stray cats will not be fed anything except dry cat food 

moistened with canned food and leftover chicken scraps 
from dinner. We can be generous – it’s almost Christmas.

5. Stray cats will not be encouraged to make this house 
their permanent residence.

6. Stray cats will not be petted, played with or picked up 
and cuddled.

7. Stray cats that are petted, played with, picked up and 
cuddled will absolutely not be given names.

8. Stray cats with or without names will not be allowed inside 
the house.

9. Stray cats will not be allowed inside the house except 
on days ending in “y.”

10. Stray cats allowed inside will not be permitted to jump 
up on or sharpen their claws on the furniture.

11. Stray cats will not be permitted to jump up on or sharpen 
claws on the really good furniture.

12. Stray cats may be permitted on furniture but must sharp-
en claws on the new $559.99 sisal cat scratching tower 
with three carpeted perches and a sleeping hammock.

13. Stray cats will answer the call of nature outdoors in the 
dirt.

14.	Stray	cats	may	answer	the	call	of	nature	in	a	box	filled	
with sand in the garage.

15. Stray cats may answer the call of nature indoors in the 
new hooded litter pan with a three-panel privacy screen 
and plenty of head room.

16. Stray cats will sleep outside.
17. Stray cats may sleep in the garage if the weather is really 

bad.
18. Stray cats may sleep in the house in a cardboard box 

lined with an old blanket.
19. Stray cats may sleep in the special Kitty Komfort Bed 

lined with hypoallergenic lamb’s wool and a foam pillow.
20. Stray cats will not be allowed in the room with the Christ-

mas tree.

21. Stray cats will only be allowed in the room with the Christ-
mas tree under close supervision.

22. Stray cats will only be allowed to look at the Christmas 
tree.	No	sniffing.

23. Stray cats will absolutely not be allowed to nap under the 
Christmas tree among the presents. 

24. Stray cats will not be given any Christmas presents.
25. Stray cats will not be given any Christmas presents ex-

cept for small plates of turkey and giblets.
26. Stray cats will not be given any Christmas presents ex-

cept for small plates of turkey and giblets,  a few  catnip-
filled	corduroy	mice,	perhaps	half	a	dozen	sponge	balls,	
and MAYBE a laser pointer and  . . . oh, what the heck, 
Merry Christmas kitties! You’re our indoor cats now!
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Gift Shop News
On behalf of the staff of The Cat People Gift Shop, 
I want to thank you all very much for coming to our 
Holiday Open House in November and making it such a 
success.  We enjoyed this chance to see so many of our 
customers like you, and to thank you for your patronage.  
We appreciate your shopping at our Gift Shop for your 
holiday gift-giving needs.  Also, thank you for your gener-
ous donations of cat food, tortillas, towels and blankets 
for the kitties at Hart Park.  We could not continue to 
care for these cats without your support.

If you missed our Holiday Open House, you can still 
do your Christmas shopping during our regular hours.  
We’re open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Wednesday through 
Saturday.  The shop has been transformed into a holiday 
wonderland, thanks to the decorating skills of Keith and 
John.  We carry the best selection of unique gifts for cat 
lovers in the area.  Don’t forget to pick up something for 
kitty’s stocking, too.  Plus, check out the new section of 
our shop, Carolyn’s Canine Corner, featuring items to 
care for your canine companion.  We’re located down-
town at 1930 18th St. in the HP Sears Building.  Please 
note that we’ll be closing for the holidays from Dec. 20 
through Jan. 1st, 2016.  We’ll re-open for business on 
Sat., Jan. 2nd, 2016. 

by Marleen Ray

Food Assistance Program
In September, The Cat People distributed 490 lbs. of dry 
cat food and 220 cans of wet food to families in need.  In 
the month of October, we gave out 540 lbs. of kibble and 
208 cans of wet food, including 3 emergency requests.  

We’d like to thank the following supporters for their 
donations of cat food, supplies and other in-kind dona-
tions for our programs:  Diane Ackley, Connie Fraley, 
Connie Jeffreys, John Knight, Edith Lyons, Carol Mon-
tsinger, Laura Stockton, Nancy Thompson, Sarah Webb 
and Mona Wilson.  Last, but not least, we want to thank 
Mrs. Bowman and her 6th-grade students at St. Francis 
School for once again collecting cat food and pet care 
items for our cat care programs.

by Marleen Ray

Above and left, some items for sale in our Gift Shop this 
Christmas, and some of our festive decorations.
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OFFICERS
PRESIDENT Barb Hays
VICE PRESIDENT Brenda Bynum
TREASURER Pam  Ames
SECRETARY Stacey Auguston

CHAIRPERSONS
SHOP & OFFICE MANAGER Marleen Ray
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR Courtney Clerico
CORRESPONDENCE Dianna Knapp
WEBSITE/PETFINDER/MEDIA Courtney Clerico
MEMBERSHIP Shelley  Ash
AUBURN  RESCUE  ACCOUNT Barbara Kitchen

Who We Are

To contact any of the above personnel please call
327-4706

Photo Gallery

 Many of you know of our dream to build a sanctuary/
office/gift	store/adoption	center	somewhere	in	Bakers-
field	or	the	immediate	vicinity,.
 The sanctuary and adoption center is a priority for 
your board. Thanks to the generosity of our members, 
private supporters, and benefactors, we are closer to 
realizing	this	long-term	goal.	Over	the	past	few	months,	
we have met with County planners, worked with realtors 
specializing	in	commercial	and	industrial	properties,	and	
visited several available properties. We are also touring 
other Feline Sanctuaries and meeting with their repre-
sentatives. 
 All of us on the Board, and all our volunteers and 
supporters, share our dream of a place where adopt-
able cats can roam freely in indoor/outdoor quarters, and 
where we can run a really spiffy gift shop. In the mean-
time, please keep these donations coming. Every little bit  
helps. Our total to date is:

Sanctuary  Report

$169,434.62

 Little Peter, the last of three adorable kittens rescued 
by Patti Gray and lovingly fostered by Frieda, found his 
forever home last month.  Patti found a great home with Athena Skapinakis.

Tabitha, about 12 weeks old, is ready for adoption. 

   Shelby was recently adopted by the Rumbolt family.
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The Park Report
Winter and cold nights are here, and thanks to Dianna, and 
generous	donations,	the	Habitat	is	now	cleaned	and	filled	
with comforters and warm blankets. At least the Mill cats 
have	a	cozy	place	to	escape	the	elements.

We are happy to report that Marmalade and Pumpers, 
two adorable park rescues, found a home together with 
cat lover Amanda Sampson and family. Amanda originally 
came in to adopt a kitten but could not pass up these now-
older cats. Miss Ruby, our longhaired Main Coon mix from 
the maintenance yard, also found a great home this past 
month. Meanwhile, feeders Penny and Jerry could not 
part with two of the four park bottle babies and ended up 
adopting Cry Baby and Precious. 

This	past	 	week	we	picked	up	5	five-week-olds	 just	
abandoned at the Mill. They are sweet but malnourished 
and have spent quite a bit of time being hydrated at Au-
burn. They will go into longer-term foster care when feeling 
better. Meanwhile,  feeder Penny just rescued a very thin 
12 week-old Calico across from the Habitat. Oh yes, then 
we had Little Cupcake, a 12 week-old orange tabby come 
running up to us at the Mill!

Since adoptions are quite dismal now, volunteers Ann, 
Shelley and Kathy helped transport 8 cats to Ventura Petco. 
Only one was adopted, but we plan monthly adoption trips 
starting in January. Hauling tables and cages made it a long 
day and hard work, but we must do everything to ensure 
our	rescues	find	loving	homes.

This past month new volunteer Andi Anthony teamed 
with longtime feeder Frieda for Sunday morning feedings. 
Feeder	Carol	has	filled	in	countless	times	for	many	of	us	
and we are so grateful for her ongoing support. Speaking 
of	this,	a	thank	you	to	all	of	you	for	your	financial,	food	and	
supply donations. 

As we look for sanctuary property we can’t help but 
look around and count the number of friendly cats we could 
save. Until then, we will be in the park seven days a week 
ensuring our felines have full tummies!

by Barb Hays

Automatic Giving Donors
Pam & Ed Ames
Jane Ansolabehere
Michelle Antonell
Stacey Augustson
Elizabeth	Barnhart
Vicki Benson
Virgie Bloodworth
Jay Bresee
Candace Bunes
Art  & Brenda Bynum
JE David-Marble
Winnifred Davis
Paula Dittmann
Gloria Dumler
Carol Ewing
Donna Goins 
Sandra Goins
Frieda Jackson
Judy Keolker 
Dianna Knapp
Carol Lair
Judy Lehmeier
Tami Lumpkin
Alexandra Matic
Donna McKenna
Diana O’Neil
Deena	Pedroza
Carol Raupp
Marleen Ray
Vickie Rose
Dorann Ruby
Amy St. Amour
Donald P. St. Clair

Claudia Sobel
Christy Solari
Joan Tambosso
Shirona Thomas
L.Y. Warrick
Bill Walker
Marie White
Debra Wingo

These five-week-old kittens were dumped at the Mill and 
rescued by Dianna, Barb and Judy.  All were severely 
ill but after being treated at Auburn Vet, are doing much 
better. 

Little Diana Mill is still fighting to survive.



The Cat’s Meow
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Every  issue, as space permits, we make every effort to gratefully thank the generous people who have helped us.

PARK FEEDERS

Andi  Anthony
Shelley Ash
Margaret Harrison
Barb Hays
Cindy & Jim Joslyn
Frieda Jackson
Dianna Knapp
Carol Lair
Ann Lariviere
Judy Long
Anthony Powers
Bob Rutledge
Sylvia Simms
Jill Turner
Jerry & Penny
Whittington

DONORS

Diane Ackley
Nancy Arslan
Stacey Augustson
Patricia Basset
Barbara Beck
Marisa Bonno
P.J. Bradley
Jay Bresee
Jeanne Brey
Julie Buksa
Candace Bunes
Kay Burkett
Troy Burrage
Paul	Burzych
Brenda Bynum
Lynn Califf
Chevron Matching 

Employee Funds
June Cochran
Carole “Lee” Cole
Judith & Michael 

Connor
Lisa Daniel
Cleo Dieterich
Kayleen Essman
ExxonMobil 

Foundation
Marilyn Fisher
Carol Foster
Dot	Franz
Dayne Frary
Justin	Garza

SPECIAL FRIENDS ADOPTIONS

Omar Borja (Mya)
Tere Coleman 
(Millber HP)
Frances & Sebastian
 Denney (Ando)
Emily Fleming
 (Mayling)
Sara Freeman & 
Izam	Perez	(Annie	
Oakley)

Lindsey Gentry
 (Sammy)
Deb & Mitch Giem
 (Ruby)
Gloria & Wes
McMackin 
(Marshmallow)
Pam Mille
 (Nancy Drew)
Ashley Morrison
 (Peter)
Alexus	Perez	

(Charlie)
Velvet Rangel 

(Bernie)
Jessica & Kris
 Rickards (Paul)
Eric & Esther
	Rodriguez	(Chatters	

& Ember)
Tina & Mike Rumbolt 

(Shelby)
Amanda Sampson 

& David Johnston 
(Marmalade & 
Pumpers)

Pat Sharp (Tommy & 
Jasmine)

Athena Skapinakis 
(Patti)

Sherri & Robert 
Stevens (Sand 
Paw)

Paul Gennaro
Golden Empire 

Arabian Horse 
Society

Paul & Carole 
Goldstein

Lana & Gary Grace
Claire Graham
Mayor Harvey Hall
Stan Harper
Michael Heiser
Vanessa Howard
David Johnston
Douglas Johnston
Robert Kerr III
Alison Kitchen
Fanny Laborde
Carol Lair
Vincent Lau
Jean Leach
J A Lehmeier
Cheryl Lewis
Dinah McHone
Linda McWhorter-

Bayless
Pam Miller
Albert Morel
Lisa Moton & Jeremy 

Matthews
Annette P   
Donna	Panasiewicz
Ravi Patel, M.D.
The Petco Foundation
Darla Phelps
Donna Plunkett
Karen Price
Holly Prior
Susie Rainbolt
Tony	Sarzotti
Olga See
Carol Smith
Ginger Smith
Deborah Stevenson
Marilyn Stewart
Steve & Sara Tarcan
TEAM IBPROFUN
Elaine Tragesser
James	Valenzuela
Chuck & Di Wall
Wells Fargo 

Foundation
Mona Wilson
Rosellyn Witer

In memory of my sweet Freddy
now playing at the Rainbow Bridge

– Dee Daniels

In memory of Spot, beloved feline 
companion to Christopher and Serena Ash

– Rickie & Evelyn Turner

In memory of Cranston, my Cat People 
kitty, who passed away at the age of 16

– Amy St. Amour

On behalf of our cat, Maybelline, for the 
benefit	of	Mama	Cat	and	her	kittens	in	the	
hope	that	they	find	a	good	forever	home

– Michelle Beck

In memory of Jeanette Honegger
and her cat, Keekers

– Greg & Kathy Honegger

In honor of Dinah McHone
this Christmas season
– Barbara McManus

In remembrance of my dear kitty, Missy
– Edith Lyons

In fond remembrance of Roberto Scherillo
– Fred & Marleen Ray

Sebastian Denny recently adopted Ando. 
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Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone ______________________________________  email __________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Make	checks	payable	to	THE	CAT	PEOPLE	and	mail	to	P.O.	Box	13610,	Bakersfield,	CA	93389	www.thecatpeople.org.
THE	CAT	PEOPLE	is	a	registered	non-profit	organization	501(c)3.		Your	contribution	is	tax-deductible.

____$15 Junior (under 18)  ____ $100 Sustaining member

____$15 Senior (65 & over)  ____ $500 Supporting member

____$25 Basic membership  ____ $1000 Lifetime member

____$50 Contributing member

AND an extra donation of  $_________ to be applied to:

____Senior	Citizen’s	Asst.	Fund	  ____ Sanctuary Fund

____Park Cat Care Program     ____ Food Pantry Fund

____SPAY TODAY Program  ____ where needed most

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Count	me	in!	I’d	like	to	help	THE	CAT	PEOPLE	provide	services	to	Bakersfield	homeless	cats.	Enclosed	is	my	check	for:	$______	to	be	applied	to:

THE CAT PEOPLE
P.O. Box 13610

Bakersfield,	CA	93389
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