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Giving Thanks at Our 
Sanctuary

Oreo was found as a three week old kitten, starving in an 
oilfield. He is now six months old, sweet and playful, and 
would very much like to be your special kitty!

As I write this, our lovely brick area leading up to the French 
doors in back  is being chopped up, the jack-hammer is grind-
ing away at the cement, and construction is fully underway. 
Our beautiful orchard trees were the first casualty in creating 
the required parking lot.  Many more ear-piercing days are 
ahead, but hopefully in three or four months we will be “legal” 
and ready to welcome more of the public and hold festive 
fundraising events.

Many more cats and kittens have arrived and we are so 
grateful that we have a place for them. Of course, we did not 
really anticipate the high numbers of abandoned kittens this 
summer. Currently, we have 10 adult cats and are so happy 
that some of them have found homes. Ten kittens have been 
adopted , and  as of Mid-November we  have 40 now-teens. 
Despite a strong Facebook presence and other state-wide 
adoption networks, we have many still needing homes. 

We have always focused on quality adoptions and do our 
best to ensure that prospective adopters and cats are good 
match. As such, every cat is carefully screened, and is given 
all vaccinations as well as a thorough medical exam. We are 
one of the few organizations willing to take a cat back if at 
some point the need arises. While this can drain resources, 
we know that these once-abandoned felines deserve the 
best chance for a quality life.

Thanks to some generous members and the Onshore 
Foundation, we finally have our washing machine and dryer. 
We go through lots of towels, sheets and blankets. We just 
completed a Ringworm quarantine room (oh yes, it is here 
big-time this year) and soon hope to have another quarantine 
room for upper respiratory conditions.

Our big spring project will be to add on another catio off the 
adult room. Thanks to two very generous members we will 
be able to complete these two much-needed areas.

In the near future (after our catio and quarantine room are 
completed) we hope to fix up the whole food distribution area 
with air and heating and lowered ceilings. Eventually more 
cats will live in some of this space as well. After that, we will 
begin designing both a senior area and a huge outdoor catio, 
complete with tunnels. 

Please save your new or gently used blankets, sheets and 
towels. We can never have enough with so many cats. Cat 
beds are a real treat as well. If you would like to visit our 
facility just contact me or Brenda. We would love to show 
off our felines and we guarantee you will have a hard time 
saying good bye!

As always we hope to increase our volunteer staff. Our home-
like environment requires daily thorough cleaning and if you 
can spare a few hours to help, that would be great. You may 
instead want to sit and brush a few super affectionate teens 
or adult cats. We always have the coffee pot on and have a 
great time sitting on coffee breaks with a few cats on our laps.

Hope to see you soon at Pawsitively Cats!
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Food Assistance Program
    If you weren’t able to attend our Holiday Open House 
on Dec. 10th   to take advantage of our shop clearance 
sale, you can still do so by dropping by the Food Dis-
tribution Center on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 12 noon 
before Dec. 23rd.  We still have Hot Cat catnip toys and 
other pet toys on sale for your furry companions’ Christ-
mas stockings.  Also, our remaining stock of pet care 
supplies, greeting cards, seasonal gifts, and miscella-
neous items has been drastically marked down.  Since 
we no longer have a gift shop, all merchandise must go.  
The Food Distribution Center is located in the garage on 
Fairhaven, around the corner from the front entrance of 
our sanctuary.

     In September, The Cat People helped out 50 families 
having trouble feeding their cats regularly.  We gave out 
400 lbs. of dry cat food, 200 cans of wet food and 46 
cartons of litter that month.  In October, we distributed 
344 lbs. of kibble, 172 cans of wet cat food and 41 boxes 
of litter to 43 families in need.

     During September and October, we received do-
nations of traps, towels, blankets, cat food and other 
supplies from the following supporters:  Marna Atencio, 
Dennis Bookman, Carol Cunningham, Denise Hill, Edith 
Lyons, Janice Mayes, Dinah McHone, Pam Miller, Mark 
Roberson, Mary Shepherd, Cyd Walker and Evelyn (no 
last name provided). We’re very grateful for these dona-
tions that help support our park cats care program and 
the operation of our sanctuary.

     On behalf of my staff of volunteers at the Food Distri-
bution Center, I’d like to wish our members a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.  Please note that 
we’ll be closed for the holidays on Dec. 23rd.  We will be 
open for business on Sat., Jan. 6th, next year.

by Marleen Ray

Honey and Annabelle were adopted by Deborah 
Branson. They are loving their new home!

Kim was adopted by the Schutte family after she bonded 
with Austin, the family’s  official cat whisper.
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PRESIDENT Barb Hays
VICE PRESIDENT Brenda Bynum
TREASURER Pam  Ames
SECRETARY Stacey Augustson

CHAIRPERSONS

SHOP & OFFICE MANAGER Marleen Ray
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR Courtney Clerico
CORRESPONDENCE Dianna Knapp
WEBSITE/PETFINDER/MEDIA Courtney Clerico
MEMBERSHIP Shelley  Ash
AUBURN  RESCUE  ACCOUNT Barbara Kitchen

Who We Are
OFFICERS

To contact any of the above personnel please call
327-4706

Photo Gallery

 Elaine, one of our faithful volunteers, with some of her 
many admirers. She brings so much joy to our cats and 
in return, leaves with a smile on her face.Nancy was adopted by the Garza family.

Mimo, our 6 month old tabby beauty is social, well-man-
nered, and loves other cats. He’s waiting for you!

Luna, found frightened to death at the park, is now in 
foster care with Frieda.

Shirley, 1 1/2 years old, is looking for a home. In the 
meantime, she is enjoying life in the sanctuary catio.



            The Park Report

The colder weather is just one of many changes we are 
all feeling at the park. Once under Parks and Recreation, 
Hart Park now falls under the supervision of the Kern 
County General Fund. As such, many meetings were 
held over the past few months and despite many of us 
hoping to see the park remain as a natural landmark, 
many others hope to market the park by hosting events 
and offering various recreational activities.  Time will tell, 
and we only hope that somewhere the voice of reason 
and compassion prevails. We know that we have made 
a difference over the years. 

Here are some interesting facts from January-November, 
2017
74 cats trapped
4 euthanized due to serious illness
51 of these were female - just think of the number of 
unwanted litters prevented!
3 of the cats were already altered
54 cats, some unsocial, had to be returned to the park 
because we had no room. They were  altered, medicated 
as needed.
45 kittens, many as young as 4 weeks, were rescued 
from the park and brought to the sanctuary
Currently, still at the park there are between 164-189 
cats in 33 feeding areas. There are so many more we 
wish we could bring in. In the meantime, if you can open 
your home for a short time as a foster parent, you will 
know you have helped a cat or kitten in distress.

 What is the impact on The Cat People?
January- Mid November 2017 some of our costs were:
$11,000 on spay/neuter
$9,000 medical expenses for park cats, many of whom 
are at our sanctuary
$ 5000 food costs
So far we are at $28,954 and we want to thank all of you 
for your generous donations.  As well, we thank our vets, 
foster parents,  and our dedicated park feeders. You 
have all saved lives.

In particular, trapper and feeder Carol is to be com-
mended for the countless hours she has spent trapping, 
feeding , covering for me, and subbing for so many 
others.  It can feel like a thankless and overwhelming job 
but saving lives and seeing them now safe and content 
keeps all the feeders going. 

Remember, we always need tortillas, donated food, and 
gently used blankets. 

By Barb Hays

        

Automatic Giving Donors
Pam & Ed Ames
Jane Ansolabehere
Michelle Antonell
Stacey Augustson
Elizabeth Barnhart               
Virgie Bloodworth                 
Virgie Bloodworth                                   
Jay Bresee
Candace Bunes
Art  & Brenda Bynum
Winnifred Davis
Gloria Dumler
Carol Ewing
Donna Goins 
Sandra Goins 
Barb Hays
Frieda Jackson
Dianna Knapp
Rae Ann Kumelos
Marilyn Ledesma
Tami Lumpkin
Alexandra Matic
Diana O’Neil
Deena Pedroza
Carol Raupp
Marleen Ray
Vickie Rose
Donald P. St. Clair
Claudia Sobel

Christy Solari
Joan Tambosso
Shirona Thomas
Bill Walker
Cyd Walker
L.Y. Warrick
Marie White
Debra Wingo

The “regulars” always show up for chow time opposite 
the mill, out in the park. We wish we could take them all 
in, but the less social ones have to stay here, enjoying 
the best lives we can give them.
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The Cat’s Meow
Every  issue, as space permits, we make every effort to gratefully thank the generous people who have helped us.

PARK FEEDERS

Andi Anthony
Shelley Ash
Margaret Harrison
Barb Hays
Cindy & Jim Joslyn
Frieda Jackson
Dianna Knapp
Carol Lair
Judy Long
Bob Rutledge
Sylvia Simms
Jill Turner
Jerry & Penny 

Whittington

DONORS

Nancy Arslan
Marna Atencio
Beverly Banks
Marty Barnes
Patricia Basset
Patricia Claridge
Kelley Clarke
June Cochran
Carole “Lee” Cole
Helia Corral
M.T. Correia
Dee Daniels
Andy & Jeannie 

Disney
Kelly Dunphy
EScrip.com
Judith Faulstick
Marilyn Fisher
Shirley Foster
Thomas Frank, 

D.D.S.
Lucas Froschheiser
Randy Garrett
Leslie Geissel
Paul Gennaro
Marilyn Gifford
Golden Empire 

Arabian Horse 
Society

Lana Grace
Claire Graham
Greyfoot Cat Rescue
Michael Heiser
Melba Henderson

SPECIAL FRIENDS
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Elaine Horn
L.W. Hubbard
Pamela Irwin
Louise Jasper
Fanny Laborde
Vincent Lau
J.A. Lehmeier
Cheryl Lewis
Amanda Lucas
Suzanne Lunn-Doll
Joel Mack, M.D.
Joyce Martinson
Dinah McHone
Peggy Miller
Linda Mumford
Gwen Nielsen
Mary Oglesby
Donna Panasiewicz
Darla Phelps
Karen Price
Denise Riddle
Stella Rous
Paul Salazar
Charles Salgado
James Satterfield
Pat Scherillo
Sheryce May Scott
Carol Smith
Christy Solari
Delores Soley
Linda Stewart
Lynda Thomas
Elaine Tragesser
Evelyn Ash Turner
Linda Underwood
Chuck & Di Wall
Katherine Walters
Jim & Norma Webber
Sandra Wendt
Jaime Weyand
Debra Wingo
The Wonderful 

Company
Dorothy Wright
Susan Young

In memory of Ginger 
& Freddy – 
Dee Daniels

In honor of Jett – 
Gregory Honegger

In memory of Baxter, 
beloved friend of 

Jessica W. – 
Carol Raupp

In honor of Courtney 
Clerico on her 

birthday – 
Barbara Beck

CAT PEOPLE CONTACTS

We cannot take your cat as we are full, but if you have any 
other cat questions, please email: AlisaD@TheCatPeople.org

If you are looking to adopt a cat, please email:
Adoptions@TheCatPeople.org

If you are wish to become a member, or have questions about 
membership, please email: ShelleyA@TheCatPeople.org

If you are interested in volunteering, please email:
CourtneyC@thecatpeople.org

If you have questions about the office/shop location, or the 
Food Program, please email: MarleenF@TheCatPeople.org

If you have questions about donations, please email:
BarbaraH@TheCatPeople.org

If you are having a tech issue with the website, or have a web-
site related query, or for public relations, please email:

CourtneyC@TheCatPeople.org

In honor of Nicole M. 
Moore – 

KCSOS OT Staff

ADOPTIONS

Debbie Branson 
(Honey  &  
Annabelle)

Anabel & Frank Garza
 (Nancy)
The Schutte Family 

(Kim/Beyla)
Amy Zhan  (Abby)

TNR PROGRAM

For members who 
need to borrow a 
humane trap, with 
the purpose of TNR 
back to the cat’s 
original location, 
contact barbarah@
thecatpeople.org for 
details.

There is a $75 
deposit, refundable 
when the trap is 
turned in after the 
two week borrowing 
period.
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Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone ______________________________________  email __________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Make checks payable to THE CAT PEOPLE and mail to P.O. Box 13610, Bakersfield, CA 93389 www.thecatpeople.org.
THE CAT PEOPLE is a registered non-profit organization 501(c)3.  Your contribution is tax-deductible.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Count me in! I’d like to help THE CAT PEOPLE provide services to Bakersfield homeless cats. Enclosed is my check for: $______ to be applied to:

____$15 Junior (under 18)  ____ $100 Sustaining member

____$15 Senior (65 & over)  ____ $500 Supporting member

____$25 Basic membership  ____ $1000 Lifetime member

____$50 Contributing member

AND an extra donation of  $_________ to be applied to:

____Senior Citizen’s Asst. Fund  ____ Sanctuary Fund

____Park Cat Care Program     ____ Food Pantry Fund

____SPAY TODAY Program  ____ where needed most
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Bakersfield, CA 93389
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