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More Sanctuary News

Cute Little Opie was rescued from a medical complex. 
About 9 weeks old, he is ready for a loving family .  .  . 
maybe yours?

list, as items are needed.  Courtney is busy putting together 
a short video for fund-raising purposes and we hope to gain 
some corporate and other business donations for building 
improvements. 

Our next endeavor is getting a senior cat building ready and 
from there, we have the gas station, large outdoor cattery, 
and loft to complete. This takes time and money. We are 
anxious to begin the many projects so that more cats can 
be rescued and adopted. We have waited so long and know 
how important this sanctuary is — a place to call home for 
the countless felines who have nothing else. 

by Barb Hays

The much needed rainy weather brought several  unwel-
come surprises at the sanctuary.  Medrano Roofing fixed a 
few leaks in the main house but our gas station has several 
around the sides. We will be working on that in the coming 
month. Thanks to the efforts of Andi and Norm, however, our 
cottage is airtight. 

Speaking of the cottage, we hopefully will have our first teen-
age cats there by the time you read this. Andi and Norm, 
our very talented volunteers have been there daily getting 
the place ready. We just bought some futons and the cats 
will have a brightly colored home, complete with stairways, 
window seats and many cat posts. Each area will open to 
an outdoor enclosed cattery complete with trees. This has 
been a labor of love and will allow us to showcase our many 
wonderful adoptable cats. By the next newsletter we hope to 
have pictures of the cats enjoying their new digs. If you would 
like to see our Phase One progress, drop by on a Saturday 
anytime from 10-2 and we think you will really be impressed 
by this unique new cat home. It is amazing to think of the 
dingy, smoke-filled building it once was. A special thanks also 
goes out to Carol and Pema and Vernon for the work they 
put in  as well. We want the cottage to be a happy place for 
our cats and volunteers.

The rainy season put a temporary hold on Doran’s garden-
ing efforts but by mid- February she will be back getting 
our gardens in beautiful shape. We are still waiting on the 
required construction of the handicapped bathroom, a modi-
fied entrance way, and a paved parking lot. Hopefully, work 
will be done by May in time for a more public grand opening. 
The wheels of progress (or government agencies) move 
slowly but we are not permitted to host major functions until 
the work is completed.

We are so grateful for the many donations received thus far. 
Many of you have dropped off bedding , tools, vacuum clean-
ers and other needed items. Dr. Tom Frank, my wonderful 
dentist, surprised us with an Xmas donation that helped us 
buy paint supplies.  In each newsletter, I will add to our wish 
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 The Cat People Sanctuary

Food Assistance Program
Our Food Assistance Distribution Center is open 

from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturdays to help families in need 
feed their kitties.  Also, we issue spay/neuter vouchers to 
households who need help getting their kitties altered.  In 
November, we gave out 280 lbs. of dry cat food and 140 
cans of wet cat food to 35 recipients in our Food Assistance 
Program.  In December, we distributed 200 lbs. of dry food 
and 100 cans of wet to 25 households.  During the past 
year, The Cat People gave out almost 10,000 lbs. of dry cat 
food and more than 3,200 cans of wet food to participants 
in our Food Assistance Program.  This program continues 
to help many people feed their kitties regularly.

We’re very grateful for the response from our support-
ers to our requests for cat care supplies and for equipment 
for our new home.  In addition, we’re very thankful for do-
nations of cat food and supplies for our Food Assistance 
Program and for our Hart Park cat care program.  In No-
vember and December, we received donations of supplies 
and equipment from the following supporters:  Dennis 
Bookman, Pat Bruhn, Lee Cole, Wanda Dadds, Rebecca 
Ennis, Connie Jeffreys, Doug Johnston, Carol Raupp, M 
Brandon Roberson and Laura Stockton.

Lastly, we welcome people interested in becoming a 
Cat People volunteer.  You can fill out an application online 
at our website, or you can visit our distribution center on 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  We’re located in the 
garage on Fairhaven just around the corner from the front 
entrance of our sanctuary.

by Marleen Ray

Some Special Friends Say Hello
Congrats on the sanctuary! On behalf of Dart HP, Lily, and 
(RIP) Loki, Donny, Nora, Popoki and Fido, all rescued, 
some from The Cat People. Bless you for the work you do.

 Gwenneth Barnes

In honor of my 3 kitties, Missy (18 years ago – thank you Art 
& Brenda), Sam (17) and Big Guy (14). My little partners! 

Mary Martin

Longtime Cat People member and volunteer Vern Pen-
nington puts together one of the 10 cat trees donated for 
our cottage cats.
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While many of the items on our Wish List have been 
donated, we can still use bedding in the form of towels 
and blankets. 

As well, we still need donations of wet food and kibble.

You can drop items off at the  Sanctuary on Saturdays 
from 10 to 2. Call our office number if you have ques-
tions.

Thank you for all you have done and continue to do. 
We still have a lot of work to do at the Sanctuary, and 
your cash donations will be very welcome also!

Sanctuary  Wish List

 Gidget is Stanley’s sister. 

This beautiful de-clawed 5 year old male kitty tried to 
jump into Carol’s car at the park! After many attempts 
to locate the owner, we found him a responsible indoor 
home with Barbara Hann.

Stanley, about 8 weeks old, was rescued by cat lovers 
when he was found abandoned. He and his sister Gidget 
(right) will be ready for adoption soon.

This cute little park rescue was adopted by Auburn staff 
member Della.
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The Park Report
This super rainy season has played havoc on the park cats, 
but it is now absolutely beautiful seeing the green velvety 
hills surrounding the park.  All too soon, we will deal with 
the dry parched park areas. 

Feeder Carol’s hard work this summer paid off , and we are 
happy to report that eight summer rescues found forever 
homes. After months of battling ringworm and upper respi-
ratory disease, we were doubtful they would ever become 
healthy enough for adoptions. Hard work pays off and my 
Great Dane Gwennie is quite happy now that she is sleep-
ing with eight fewer cats. The remaining teens will soon go 
to our Sanctuary when we put the finishing touches on the 
cottage. From there, they will go up for adoption. As they 
move out, we hope to rescue some other super friendly 
cats living in the park.
 
With spring around the corner and longer breeding sea-
sons, we will soon step up our trapping efforts. Unfriendly 
and very unsocial cats are tested, vaccinated, altered and 
returned to the park. In the meantime, our feeders are there 
seven days a week through rain or shine caring for over 100 
cats. We are alerted by park visitors when they notice cats 
with medical issues, and every attempt is made to bring 
them in. When an injured cat is feral, however, our efforts 
to trap are often futile. Trapped cats are combo tested, 
vaccinated, de-flead and altered before being returned. 
Cats coming into our adoption system are combo tested, 
thoroughly examined, de-flead, de-wormed and vaccinated 
before going into foster care or  up for  adoption.  Donations 
from our Night Before Xmas appeal, and a yearly grant, 
greatly help with these costs.

Volunteer Andi just completed her quarterly habitat clean-
up, so the cats in that area have a nice dry shelter. We often 
wish we could have habitats throughout the park. One of 
the benefits of the proposed park fee is that hopefully less 
animals will be abandoned, and less litter will be strewn 
throughout the park. While many of the seasoned resident 
cats have managed to survive, the newly abandoned ones 
often do not.. 

As always, we ask for your help. If you have trapping 
experience or would like to learn, and would like to help 
us trap this spring, contact me through our website. We 
never have enough blankets, towels and sheets. These 
can be dropped off at the back of the sanctuary from 10-2, 
Saturdays. Large bags of cat food and wet food are always 
appreciated.  Finally, if you can occasionally spare a few 
hours and would like to help feed, let me know!! Our very 
dedicated park volunteers would welcome your help!! A 
special thanks, as always to them and our Auburn veteri-
nary clinic staff and veterinarians!

by Barb Hays

Automatic Giving Donors
Pam & Ed Ames
Jane Ansolabehere
Michelle Antonell
Stacey Augustson
Elizabeth Barnhart
Vicki Benson
Virgie Bloodworth
Jay Bresee
Candace Bunes
Art  & Brenda Bynum
Winnifred Davis
Paula Dittmann
Gloria Dumler
Carol Ewing
Donna Goins 
Sandra Goins 
Barb Hays
Frieda Jackson
Judy Keolker 
Dianna Knapp
Rae Ann Kumelos
Carol Lair
Judy Lehmeier
Tami Lumpkin
Alexandra Matic
Diana O’Neil
Deena Pedroza
Carol Raupp
Marleen Ray
Vickie Rose
Dorann Ruby
Amy St. Amour
Donald P. St. Clair

Claudia Sobel
Christy Solari
Joan Tambosso
Shirona Thomas
Bill Walker
Cyd Walker
L.Y. Warrick
Marie White
Debra Wingo

Dr. Thomas Frank (left) and his wife Donna (right)  orga-
nized a Sanctuary drive for Cat People over the holi-
days. Here, Team Frank presents a gift of towels and a 
check to help with Sanctuary costs to Barb Hays. 



The Cat’s Meow
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Every  issue, as space permits, we make every effort to gratefully thank the generous people who have helped us.

PARK FEEDERS

Andi  Anthony
Shelley Ash
Margaret Harrison
Barb Hays
Cindy & Jim Joslyn
Frieda Jackson
Dianna Knapp
Carol Lair
Judy Long
Bob Rutledge
Sylvia Simms
Jill Turner
Jerry & Penny
Whittington

DONORS

Corinna Alberigi
Ardath Albizo
Malinda Altman
Nancy Arslan
Rudy Banducci
Patricia Basset
Antonette Bealessio
Michelle Beck
Jane Beckett
Janet Bell
Stanley Bell
Carolyn Bevers
Debbie Boone
Jay & Dani Bresee
Troy Burrage
Marianne Carlsen
Oscar & Angelina 

Chavez
June Cochran
Carole “Lee” Cole
Rebecca Collins
Karen Cooley
Helia Corral
M.T. Correia
Marci Cunningham
Wanda Dadds
Michelle Dandrea
Lisa Daniel
Dee Daniels
Tom Daskus
Sue Deininger
Phyllis Denison
Frances & Ivah 

Denney
Cleo Dieterich

MORE SPECIAL FRIENDSRita Dilger
Dianne Drennan
Miriam Fitch
Shirley Foster
Dayne Frary
Lucas Froschheiser
George & Suzette 

Garza
Paul Gennaro
Howard Goodwin
Claire Graham
Barb Hays
Michael Heiser
Kari Hemphill
Denise Hill
Gregory Honegger
Tom & Sylvia Howard
Doug Johnston
Diane Karch
Judith Kavanaugh
Janet Kinney-Poteet
Barbara Kitchen
Lodema Kitchen
Jim & Dianna Knapp
Fanny Laborde
Vincent Lau
Laura Lecuyer
Marilyn Ledesma
John Lees
J A Lehmeier
Cheryl Lewis
Susan Loomis
Illya MacIver
Joel Mack, M.D.
Sara Maloney
Joyce Martinson
Dinah McHone
Peggy Miller
Monji Enterprises
Ron Nixon
Christine Olofson
Donna Panasiewicz
Patricia Crail Brown
 Foundation
Vernon Pennington
Wendy Powers
Karen Price
Denise Riddle
Michele Roark
Laurie Rott
Bob Rutledge
Tina Salcido
Kevin Sinichko
Shirley Skenfield
Carol Smith

Verna Smith
Jim & Amy St. Amour
Deborah Stevenson
Linda Stewart
Marilyn Stewart
Rosemary Swinyer
United Way
Chuck & Di Wall
Katherine Walters
Karen Warrell
Jaime Weyand
Linda Whipple
Marie White
Wonderful Giving
Dorothy Wright
Tommy Wright

In memory of Dude, my pet-sitting kitty client, 
and beloved feline companion to my friend, Sri 

Pathapati – Ann Lariviere

In honor of Jordan S. Peeples – Karen 
Saunders

In honor of Judy Verheggen – Lynda Ernst

In memory of Mona Wilson – Gilbert 
Ansolabehere

In remembrance of Mona Wilson – Anna 
Lovett

In honor of Judy Verheggen – Toni Colvin

In honor of Cat Ladies – Joanne Fitzgerald

In memory of Mona Wilson – Eileen Vignaroli

In remembrance of Mona Wilson – Susan 
Reaume

In honor of my first furry companion, Smokey 
– M Brandon Roberson

In memory of Mona Wilson – Victoria Vukonich

In honor of Tommy & Isabelle – Patricia Sharp

In memory of Mona Wilson – John Followwill

In remembrance of Mona Wilson – Betty 
Hylton

In honor of Gucci – Dian Olmstead

In honor of Bob & EJ Rutledge – Justin Ahart

In memory of our dear friend, Mona Lee 
Wilson – Bakersfield Classic Thunderbird Club

To honor Joann Adams on her 90th birthday – 
Pat Basset

In memory of Loretta Rodgers – Linda 
Underwood

SPECIAL FRIENDS

In remembrance of 
Mona Wilson, who 
loved her kitties – 
Shirley Skenfield

In honor of Ginger & 
Bob Smith – Diane 

Ackley

To honor Diane 
Ackley and Dinah 

McHone – Ginger & 
Bob Smith

In honor of Bob 
Rutledge – Benjamin 

Rutledge

In celebration of my 
life-long friend, Mrs. 
Tonia Williams. She, 
too, is a cat lover – 

Christine Mack

In honor of Diane 
Ackley – 

Edith Lyons
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Count me in! I’d like to help THE CAT PEOPLE provide services to Bakersfield homeless cats. Enclosed is my check for: $______ to be applied to:

____$15 Junior (under 18)  ____ $100 Sustaining member

____$15 Senior (65 & over)  ____ $500 Supporting member

____$25 Basic membership  ____ $1000 Lifetime member

____$50 Contributing member

AND an extra donation of  $_________ to be applied to:

____Senior Citizen’s Asst. Fund  ____ Sanctuary Fund

____Park Cat Care Program     ____ Food Pantry Fund

____SPAY TODAY Program  ____ where needed most


