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Spring At The Sanctuary!

Sweet Joanie, about a year old, was  tossed out by her 
owners when they discovered she was pregnant. Neigh-
bors fed her but could not take her in because they had 
dogs, and Joanie does not get along with them. She would 
love to come to your  dog-free home, however,  and show 
you how she can make biscuits!

Things have been quite busy around the sanctuary as 
we try to get ready for our first guests —the teenage felines 
that came in this past summer. Lots of repair work is going 
on.  The beautiful flowers are in bloom and the lawns are 
gorgeous thanks to our hard working gardener and volunteer 
Doran. Progress is being made and our wish list is growing!

In February we spoke to the Twilight Rotary group thanks 
to the efforts of Robin Paggi. From there we hosted a vol-
unteer day and 12 Centennial High Interact Club members 
put together the new futons and helped organize our sup-
plies. Rotary volunteers painted 20 boxes made by Vernon. 
We were so impressed by these hard working students. 
Anything that volunteers can do, or donations can provide, 
means that money can be saved to go into rescue and our 
other programs.

Our cottage is the first focus as we are anxious to get 
some of our rescues here. Many of the donated cat beds 
and blankets are coming in handy and we think you will be 
impressed at the uniqueness of the rooms. Visitors have com-
mented that they would love to live in such a happy house. 
We think our cats will, too. A big hats-off to Andi, Norm for 
the hundreds of hours put in.

There are many ways you can help. If you would like to 
socialize the cats, clean the litter boxes and just come and 
sit with the kitties, go to our website and fill out the volunteer 
application. There will be an orientation for working at the 
sanctuary. We will also need help with painting and light 
construction as we get other buildings ready. Marleen and 
her Food Program volunteers would also welcome some help 
on Saturdays.  Even volunteering once a month will help. 

Hopefully, the handicapped bathroom and parking lot 
construction will be underway by late spring. In the meantime, 
we are planning some great fundraising activities related to 
our sanctuary to honor our members’ beloved pets as well as 
our rescues.  Over the next month you will receive a mail-out 
or look for information in the next newsletter. We also hope 
to create our own version of a cat café so keep tuned for 
more information!

by Barb Hays Our thanks to the Centennial HIgh School Interact Club 
members for their recent much-appreciated help!
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Little Arle, and volunteer Andi, take a peek at the cottage 
outdoor catio. Arle was quite impressed!

Food Assistance Program
In January, our Food Assistance Program distributed 

232 lbs. of dry cat food and 116 cans of wet food to 29 
families in need.  Thanks to a generous donation, we 
were also able to provide them with two 15-lb. jugs of 
litter to help care for their kitties.  In February, we gave 
out 312 lbs. of dry cat food, 148 cans of wet food and 72 
jugs of litter to 39 households.

Our Food Assistance Distribution Center is open on 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  We continue to benefit 
from generous donations of cat food and supplies for our 
Food Assistance Program, the park cats feeding pro-
gram, and our sanctuary.  Many thanks to the following 
supporters for their donations in January and February:  
Diane Ackley, Marty Barnes, Dennis Bookman, Alice 
Chapin, Lee Cole, Fran Hershkowitz, Laura Stockton, 
Liane Whitson and the late Mona Wilson.  

by Marleen Ray

Designed by volunteer Vern Pennington, this soothing 
blue color scheme with bright purple accents will be a 
hit with our teenaged cats, we hope! There are plenty of 
stepping-stone boxes to give cats access to windowsill 
perches. Add a little soft music, and we think this will be 
a very relaxing place for both cats and volunteers. Arle tests out one of the stepping stone boxes. 
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Who We Are
OFFICERS
PRESIDENT Barb Hays
VICE PRESIDENT Brenda Bynum
TREASURER Pam  Ames
SECRETARY Stacey Augustson

CHAIRPERSONS
SHOP & OFFICE MANAGER Marleen Ray
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR Courtney Clerico
CORRESPONDENCE Dianna Knapp
WEBSITE/PETFINDER/MEDIA Courtney Clerico
MEMBERSHIP Shelley  Ash
AUBURN  RESCUE  ACCOUNT Barbara Kitchen 

To contact any of the above personnel
please call 327-4706

Photo Gallery

We can still use bedding in the form of towels and 
blankets.  As well, we could use waterproof double bed 
mattress pads and waterproof pillow pads.

We would really like to have a video camera/nanny 
cam setup for our kitten room (please call Barb to 
discuss) .

Anyone know of a fork lift that someone wants to 
donate??

That you for all you have done and continue to do. We 
appreciate it so much! 

Sanctuary  Wish List

Another view of the Cottage Blue Room, which will 
accommodate our older teens. A million thanks, Andi!

Brady and Bridget were adopted by the Pacheko family.

Brodie was adopted by the Wells family.

Opie was adopted by the Goodman family.
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The Park Report
Spring is in the air and Trapper Carol has been busy 

hoping to prevent many unwanted litters resulting from 
newly arrived unaltered, abandoned cats. It is encouraging 
to see so many tipped ears, but we know we have many 
more to trap and release. Hopefully, we will be able to 
rescue some of the really friendly cats once we get the 
current ones adopted or find foster care. 

While feeding is always satisfying, it is now more 
enjoyable thanks to the rapidly running Kern River, 
something we have not seen for years, and the gorgeous 
green hills surrounding the park. All too soon, the weeds 
will be high and the hills brown but it is sure beautiful right 
now. The cats must enjoy the weather and high grass as 
well since most of them are frolicking or sleeping when 
we pull up.

In the meantime, the many rescues from this summer 
are soon to come over to the sanctuary now that they have 
finally recuperated from the many illnesses that plaque 
abandoned kittens. It will be hard for me to see them go, 
but it will be nice to have my bed back, at least my Great  
Dane thinks so! One of our 2015 Xmas rescues will have 
to stay. She would not know what to do if she did not have 
my lap every time I sit down!

This is where I put out the plea for foster families. 
Those kittens that quickly get adopted are the ones that 
go into foster homes where there is significant interaction 
with other cats and/ or people. While we are trying to get 
our cottage ready, the little ones still need to be in homes 
for a time. One of our foster moms said that she fixed up 
an unused bedroom and each late afternoon would just 
bring in her book and let the kittens run all over her.  As 
she stated, “It was cheaper than a therapist ! ”Another 
foster mom whose older cat recently died  took in a 4 year 
old , terrified emergency rescue. Within 3 weeks the cat, 
foster mom, and cat friendly dog were spending many 
evenings together on the couch. The kitty’s foster mom 
was not ready to adopt, but wanted to help. We are happy 
to report the cat is now living in the Bay area as happy as 
can be! I promise that fostering is just for a short time, and 
we provide everything.

We always need clean towels, blankets and sheets. 
Tortillas and dry and wet cat food are needed as well. They 
can be brought to 4120 East Dr. on Saturdays. We thank 
all of you for your donations. 

If you would like to help trap or feed, contact me at 
barbarah@thecatpeople.org and fill out the volunteer 
application available on our website. 

 And last, a heart-felt thanks to our park volunteers and 
Auburn Veterinary Clinic  for their support.

by Barb Hays

        

Automatic Giving Donors
Pam & Ed Ames
Jane Ansolabehere
Michelle Antonell
Stacey Augustson
Elizabeth Barnhart
Vicki Benson
Virgie Bloodworth
Jay Bresee
Candace Bunes
Art  & Brenda Bynum
Winnifred Davis
Paula Dittmann
Gloria Dumler
Carol Ewing
Donna Goins 
Sandra Goins 
Barb Hays
Frieda Jackson
Judy Keolker 
Dianna Knapp
Rae Ann Kumelos
Carol Lair
Judy Lehmeier
Tami Lumpkin
Alexandra Matic
Diana O’Neil
Deena Pedroza
Carol Raupp
Marleen Ray
Vickie Rose
Dorann Ruby
Amy St. Amour
Donald P. St. Clair
Claudia Sobel
Christy Solari

Joan Tambosso
Shirona Thomas
Bill Walker
Cyd Walker
L.Y. Warrick
Marie White
Debra Wingo

Gray Boy, one of our very hungry TNR park cats, enjoys 
his two course breakfast. 



The Cat’s Meow
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Every  issue, as space permits, we make every effort to gratefully thank the generous people who have helped us.

PARK FEEDERS

Andi  Anthony
Shelley Ash
Margaret Harrison
Barb Hays
Cindy & Jim Joslyn
Frieda Jackson
Dianna Knapp
Carol Lair
Judy Long
Bob Rutledge
Sylvia Simms
Jill Turner
Jerry & Penny
Whittington

DONORS

Patricia Basset
George & Bettina 

Belter
The Benevity 

Community Impact 
Fund

P.J. Bradley
Lynn Califf
Marianne Carlsen
Keith Clark
June Cochran
Carole “Lee” Cole
Dee Daniels
Louise Darrough
Frances Denney
Deborah Edwards
ExxonMobil 

Foundation
Marcia Eyherabide
Marguerite Ferdinand
Marilyn Fisher
Miriam Fitch
Thomas Frank, 

D.D.S.
Paul Gennaro
Betty Jo Giblin
Greg & Susan Gilbert
Claire Graham
Veronica Gutierrez
Ranae Harrer
Michael Heiser
Melba Henderson
Gertruida Henket
Elaine Horn
Tom & Sylvia Howard

SPECIAL FRIENDS

In memory of my 
sister and dear friend, 
Mona Wilson – Mary-

Ann Souder

In honor of my friend, 
Diane Ackley, on her 
birthday – Marleen 

Ray

In memory of Teddy, 
beloved cat of Alice & 

Harold Chapin

In honor of my daugh-
ters, Karli & Karisten, 

and their cats, Lio 
& Jax – Gabriela 

Nevarez

In honor of Dinah 
McHone on her 

birthday – Barbara 
McManus

In memory of my 
beloved wife, Mona 
Wilson – Richard 

Wilson

To honor Diane Ack-
ley & Marleen Ray on 
their birthdays – Carol 

Montsinger

In memory of beloved 
Zoe, who crossed 

over to the Rainbow 
Bridge after living a 

wonderful life greeting 
customers at Bob’s 
Bait Shop. She was 
so loved by Bob, EJ 
and family — Barb 

Hays

Mr. Lake, who was the  unofficial mascot of 
The Cat People for over 6 years, passed away 
in February.

Mr. Lake was dumped at the park when he 
was around 12 years old. His previous owner 
had all of his toes declawed, including his back 
feet. When Barb and Shelley found him, he was 
meowing very loudly demanding attention with 
a coat full of fox tails and weeds. He even had 
fox tails embedded in his gums.

Barb knew that we had to take him in. With 
no claws and his obvious lack of street smarts, 
he would be toast in no time. They took him to 
the vet, where he was shaved, had his wounds 
cleaned, and had dental surgery to remove the 
fox tails from his mouth. They discovered he was 
in stage one of kidney failure; they estimated he 
had a couple years to live at best.

Barb brought Mr. Lake to my house and 
asked my family to permanently foster him. 
He had been through such an ordeal that he 
deserved to have a peaceful life free of any in-
stability. He immediately became the joy of our 
household and took the role of Papa Lake to our 
many fosters. He was a very talkative, social cat; 
he always followed us around telling us about his 
day and demanding affection. When kittens were 
cleared to be around other animals, he showed 
them the ropes of how to be a pet.

Mr. Lake died peacefully in our home after 
spending a few days in the hospital. It is hard 
being home without him, but I know he had an 
amazing life and I’m happy we got to be part of 
it. His lighthearted, positive, loving attitude will 
continue to guide me in life as he lives on in my 
heart forever.

by Courtney Clerico

Vanessa Howard
Cynthia Icardo
Italian Catholic 

Federation
Louise Jasper
Diane Karch
Sherry Kelley
Robert Kerr
Vincent Lau
Cheryl Lewis
Dinah McHone
Peggy Miller
Albert Morel
Donna Panasiewicz
Karen Price
Denise Riddle
Ken Robinson
Laurie Rott
The Rutledge Family
James Satterfield
Carol Smith
Jackie Smith
Nancy Thompson
United Way
Jaime Weyand
Rosellyn Witer
Sandra Wendt
The Whitson Family
Clara Williams
The Wonderful 

Company
Susan Young

ADOPTIONS

Deb & Mitch Giemm 
(Sam)

Barbara Hann (Merlin)
Jerry & Jeanette
Pacheco (Brady & 

Bridgett)
Sara & Joseph Tusa 

(Bradley)
Tina Wright & John 

Terry (Stanley & 
Gidget)

Cerena & Dan Wells 
(Brodie)

Celia & Nick 
Goodman (Opie)

In Memoriam -- Mr. Lake
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Count me in! I’d like to help THE CAT PEOPLE provide services to Bakersfield homeless cats. Enclosed is my check for: $______ to be applied to:

____$15 Junior (under 18)  ____ $100 Sustaining member

____$15 Senior (65 & over)  ____ $500 Supporting member

____$25 Basic membership  ____ $1000 Lifetime member

____$50 Contributing member

AND an extra donation of  $_________ to be applied to:

____Senior Citizen’s Asst. Fund  ____ Sanctuary Fund

____Park Cat Care Program     ____ Food Pantry Fund

____SPAY TODAY Program  ____ where needed most
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